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Mubarak, Rabin to meet 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak will hold a 
meeting with Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin before the s c hed u led 
resumption of Mideast peace talks, Egypt’s ambassador to brad said 
Monday. Ambassador Mohammad Bassiouny told Isr ae l Radio that 
agreement was readied on such a meeting before April 20 but h was 
undecided whether it would be in Egypt or Israel. Mr. Rabin's 
spokesman. Gad Ben-Ari, said Egypt has suggested a Rabin-Mubarak 
meeting following the Egyptian leader's discussions Tuesday in Washing- 
ton with President Bill Clinton. Mr. Mubarak will meet France's new 
conservative Prime Minister Edouard Rni iurfm* Timi^ny gg his way home 
from Washington, Mr. Balladur's offioe said Monday. Mr. Mubarak is due 
in Pans Wednesday. There was no immediate confirmation that he would 
meet Socialist President Francois Mitterrand who appointed Mr. Balladur 
last week after a general election conservative landslide. 


Mubarak faces rights questions from Oh 1 ton , page 2 
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Clinton wants 1993 
to be year of peace 

TEL AVTV (R) — President Bill 
Ointon wrote Israel's president- 
elect, Ezer Weizman, Monday 
that he was dismayed by the 
recent violence in the region, but 
still hoped to make 1993 .“a year 
of hope and peace.” Mr. Weiz- 
man, a member of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin's ruling Labour 
Party, was elected by parliament 
last month and will take over the 
largely ceremonial presidency on 
May 13. Mr. Ointon wrote Mr. 
Weizman that “as a war hero who 
has become an outspoken man of 
peace your presidency will sym- 
bolise Israel's quest for peace and 
security. I assure you that the 
United States will work with 
Israel and its neighbours to make 
1993 a year of hope and peace. I 
am dismayed and concerned by 
the recent violence. .. it makes the 
quest for a peaceful solution ail 
the more urgent.” 

Cyprus may ask 

for Greek troops 

NICOSIA (AP) — If the reduc- 
tion of the U.N. peace force 
creates tensions, Cyprus will ask 
Greece to send troops to the 
island, the government said Mon- 
day. Cyprus government spokes- 
man Yannakis Cassoulides said 
that President Galfcos Clerides 
mentioned the prospect to Mar- 
rack Goutding, the U.N. under- 
secretary-general for political 
affairs when he visited Cyprus 
last month. Greene, however, 
said it did not intend to send 
more troops to the island. 
“Greece, as a guarantor power, 
does not intend to alter the num- 
ber of its armed forces on Cyp-- 
rus,” government spokesman 
Vasilis Magginas told a news 
briefing in Athens. Mr. Magginas 
and Mr. Cassouldies denied press 
reports claiming that Mr. Der- 
ides had requested the dispatch of 
two Greek army divisions. 

Nateq Nouri in Greece 

ATHENS (AP) — Iran's par- 
liamentary speaker arrived here 
for a twcwiay visit Monday, his 
first foreign trip since taking 
office last year. Ali Akhbar 
Nateq Nouri, speaker of the Ma- 
jlis, was accompanied by Iran's 
ministers of trade, housing and 
urban development, rwo under- 
secretaries and parliamentarians. 
During his stay, Mr. Nateq Nouri 
is expected to discuss regional 
developments, Greek-Iranian 
trade and bilateral issues. Mr. 
Nateq Nouri will also visit Poland 


iteq 
and Croatia. 

Rafeanjani says Iran 
needs foreign 
experts 

TEHRAN (R) — President 
Akhbar Hashemi Rafeanjani says 
Iran needs the services of foreign 
experts and educated Iranians liv- 
ing abroad and should stop re- 
jecting them because of their 
ideological impurity. In two 
speeches over the past week, Mr. 
Rafeanjani argued in favour of 
tolerance, reviving a call for prag- 
matism after months of proclama- 
tions by purist members of Iran’s 
Islamic leadership. “If we raise 
anti-foreigner feelings so that 
when an expert comes here we 
boo and say 'why have they 
brought him here and are giving 
him money?’... we will run into 
problems,'' Jomhuri Eslami 
newspaper quoted him as saying 

Estonia slams 
Yeltsin remarks 

MOSCOW (R) — Estonia 
reacted angrily Monday to a 
warning by President Boris Yelt- 
sin linking the withdrawal of 
troops to rights for Russians in 
the Baltics, saying Russia was 
motivated only by its desire to 
dominate the Baltic state. Mr. 
Yeltsin told a news conference on 
Sunday, after his summit with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton in 
Vancouver, that Latvia and Esto- 
nia must guarantee rights of Rus- 
sian minorities if Moscow was to 
stick to a Soviet-era troop with- 
drawal plan. “We will be schedul- 
ing the actual withdrawal in line 
with what they decide in the 
human rights. area," Mr. Yeltsin 
said. The Estonian Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement that 
this position violated “interna- 
tional norms of behaviour,” it 
said. “The Estonian government 
interprets Russia's tactics of de- 
laying the complete and uncon- 
ditional withdrawal of its forces 
from the Baltics as an attempt to 
regain control over the Baltic 
states.” , 


King: Arab progress hinges on freedom for people 

His Majesty, opening labour conference, calls for ‘revolution’ based on what people, not individuals, think 

Arab reconciliation dominant theme as 
meeting opens with top-level participation 


By P.V. Vivekanand and Sansan Ghosheh 


AMMAN — The progress of the 
Arab World depends on its peo- 
ple being able to exercise indi- 
vidual and political freedoms and 
collective Arab action, His 
Majesty King Hussein said mon- 
day , calling for a “new Arab 
revolution" based on what peo- 
ple, not individuals, think. 

The King, addressing an Arab 
conference widely seen as a possi- 
ble forum to advance efforts for . 
Arab reconciliation, called on the 
Arabs to settle their differences 
and present a united front, to 
counter the “new world order, 
which is univisual and aims at 
controlling the world...” 

The King, opening the 20th 
Arab labour conference, also 
reaffirmed Jordan’s commitment 
to democracy and called on other 
Arab countries to emulate the 
Kingdom's example of liberalisa- 
tion. 

“The progress of the Arabs 
would only materialise if they are 
guaranteed the freedoms tb live 
in dignity, express their opinion, 
participate in political life and 
demand justice,” the King told 
the conference, attended by 
mostly ministerial-level delega- 
tions from all 21 members of the 
Arab League except chaotic 
Somalia, where a government 
does not exist. 


The King, in an implicit refer- 
ence to the politically-motivated 
massive dismissal of Arab work- 
ers from the Gulf states in the 
wake of the war over Kuwait in 
1991, also emphasised thaf “the 
progress of Arabs requires the 
preservation of their rights to 
move and work freely on the soil 
of their (Arab) Nation and the 
bonds of fraternity with all their 
brethren wherever they happen 
to be.” 

"The time has come for us to 
state forthrightly that the Arab 
individual has suffered enough 
frustration and oppression,” said 
the King in his 15-minute speech. 

Despite the social, political and 
economic repercussions it suf- 
fered as a result of the Gulf crisis, 
Jordan fulfilled its obligations 
and commitments on the pan- 
Arab and national levels, “with 
honour, honesty and sense of 
responsibility,” he said. 

“We were unjustly treated 
twice: Hist when our stand in the 
crisis was misunderstood and the 
second when wri suffered from its 
devastating effects," the King 
told the conference, the first of its 
kind to be held in Amman with 
full Arab participation after the 
Gulf war. 

“We were able to overcome 
this crisis with the grace of God... 


(and) our people's patience,” he 
said. “We hope that our brethren 
would be able to overcome their 
crises, divisions, and usurpation 
at a time when the balances of 
power have come to disorder..." 

Pointing out the international 
trend to form political and econo- 
mic blocs, the King criticised the 
state of disarray in the Arab 
ranks and said that “it is also 
deplorable that hunger, illiteracy 
and diseases are still rampant in 
some parts of the Arab World." 

“Let us rise to forge collective 
Arab action and closely review 
the ongoing phase and the beset-' 
ting challenges ... with a new 
Arab political thinking,” he said. 

The King reaffirmed Jordan’s 
commitment to the Palestinian 
cause and said the Kingdom re- 
mained steadfast in its quest to 
liberate the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories, particularly Jerusalem, 
while “many others wavered.” 

Tbe theme of Arab reconcilia- 
tion and collective action was also 
central in other speeches at the 
opening of the conference, 
attended by labour ministers 
from all Arab Gulf states except 
Kuwait, which sent its labour 
under-secretary heading an eight- 
member delegation. 

The reconciliation philosophy 
was underlined with a Koranic 
version, recited at the outset of 
the conference: “You were foes. 



His Mqjesty King Hussein Monday opens the 20th Arab Labour Conference (Photo by Yousef Al 'Allan) 


and with (God’s) blessings you 
became brethren.” 

“We hope to achieve hope, 
confidence, affection and com- 
mon welfare from this confer- 
ence." said Labour Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. who was 
elected president of the confer- 
ence earlier in the day. 

Mr. Kabariti emphasised the 
need for open pan-Arab dialogue 
and expressed hope that the 
meeting would be an “important 
step.” 


Welcoming the delegations to 
the week-long conference. Mr. 
Kabariti made it a point to men- 
tion Saudi Arabia and Kuwait by 
nam; in what was seen as an 
emphasis of the full Arab parti- 
cipation in the conference. 

Saudi Arabia, still at odds with 
Jordan over conflicting positions 
adopted in the Gulf crisis, is 
represented by its Labour Minis- 
ter Mohammad Al Ali Al Fayez. 

Arab diplomats said they 
would not see the under- 


secretary-level attendance of 

Kuwait as a pointed reminder of 
the strain in relations with Jor- 
dan. Rather, they said, the 
under-secretary is usually 
assigned by the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment to attend most inter-Arab 
meetings. 

Kuwait has repeatedly rebuffed 
Arab efforts to reconcile it with 
other Arab countries which it saw 
as pro-Iraq. 

Mr. Kabariti said: “Let us go 
back to the pan-Arab dream and 


the ambitions of Arab renaiss- 
ance... and have more trust and 
hope so that wc do not answer a 
wrong with a wrong.” 

Arab League Deputy 
Secretary-General Mahdi Musta- 
fa Hadi said the importance of 
the Amman conference lies in it 
being a “conference of Arab so- 
cial consciousness.’' He stressed 

(Continued on page 5) 

King meets Arab ministers, page 3 


Palestinians fear Israelis 
plan to fragment W. Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The week-old do-' 
sure of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, but not East Jerusalem, has 
sharpened Palestinian fears that 
Israel wants to break the occu- 
pied territories into fragmented 
cantons in a future peace settle- 
ment. 

The closure, ordered after 13 
Israelis were killed in knife and 
gun attacks by Palestinians during 
March, has effectively split the 
occupied territories into four 
zones: East Jerusalem, the halves 
of the West Bank north and south 
of the dty, and Gaza on tbe 
Mediterranean coast. 

A future Palestinian authority 
already faces tbe administrative 
problem that Gaza is divided 
from the West Bank by more 
than 30 kilometres of Israeli terri- 
tory. 

Fragmentation of the West 
Bank would greatly add to the 
practical difficulties of the 
Palestinians ever establishing an 
independent state. 

Palestinian negotiator Nazmi 
Al Ju'beh said that at this stage in 


the peace process, "the most 
problematic point is not 
sovereignty, but the problem of 
the integrity of the whole Palesti- 
nian territory under occupation. 

“We are seeing that the Israelis 
are trying to make at least four 
cantons in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, which we can see not 
through the closure of the terri- 
tories,” he argued. 

The core of the issue is East 
Jerusalem. 

Israel considers the area part of 
its “eternal capital” so the closure 
leaves access between East Jeru- 
salem and Israel but seals the dty 
from the West Bank. This cuts 
the West Bank in half because the 
main north-south roads run 
through East Jerusalem. 

East Jerusalem is also the eco- 
nomic and sorial hub of the occu- 
pied territories. Palestinian 
academics say 100,000 people 
normally come to the dty every 
day for jobs, trade, education, 
medical care and shopping. 

East Jerusalem is the centre of 
Palestinian commerce and the 
rite of the market where fruit and 


vegetables from all over the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip are traded. 

There are 58 private schools 
attracting 25,000 students, many 
from outside the dty, and three 
big hospitals to which patients are 


tgl 

referred by doctors throughout 
the occupied territories. Many 
hospital staff also live outside the 
dty boundaries. 

Israel has ruled out any discus- 
sion of Jerusalem at the. present 
stage of the peace process, which 
is to work out a five-year interim 
period of Palestinian self-rule. 

The talks began in October 
1991 and were suspended in De- 
cember after Israel expelled 415. 
Palestinians. A new round is 
scheduled for April 20 but it is 
not yet clear whether Arabs will 
attend. 

Negotiations on a final settle- 
ment will start in the third year of 
the period and will cover Jeru- 
salem. But there is no doubt what 
Israel wants. 

“Jerusalem for Israel is not a 
security issue, it is not even a 

(Continued on page 5) 


Syria promises ‘full peace’ in 
exchange for Golan - Mubarak 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak says he has obtained Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad's com- 
mitment to the “full peace” Israel 
is seeking in exchange for return- 
ing the oocupied Golan Heights 
to Syria, Time magazine re- 
ported. 

Mr. Mubarak said he has also 
obtained the proxy of Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat to try tb 
resolve the impasse over 400 
Palestinians expelled to Lebanon 
in December, the magazine re- 
ported in its latest edition. 

“I don’t want this chance for 
stability in this part of tbe world 
to pass,” Mr. Mubarak was 
quoted as saying. If it does, “it 
would be very dangerous for 
those who want to cooperate with 
the Americans." 

The magazine said Mr. Mubar- 
ak spoke with both Mr. Assad 
and Mr. Arafat before leaving for 
Washington, where he is to meet 
President Bfll Ointon Tuesday. 

In a separate interview with the 
New York Times Sunday, Mr. 
Mubarak said he would try to 
persuade Mr. Clmton to press 
Israel on tbe speedy return of the 
expelled Palestinians. 

The issue has caused an impas- 


se in Arab-feraeli peace talks. A 
new round has been scheduled 
for April 20, but the Palestinian 
delegation is demanding new con- 
cessions on the expellees before 
attending. 

Senior Egyptian officials told 
the newspaper that one idea is for 
the exiles to return by August or 
September instead of the current 
deadline of the end of the year. 

However, the Times quoted a 
senior administration official as 
saying the White House would be 
unwilling to ask Israel to make 
another “concession on the ex- 
iles." 

“The ball is veiy dearly in the 
Palestinian court as to its decision 
to come to the next round of 
talks,” the official said. 

"The time has come for the 
Palestinians to deride on the basis 
of the significant package and 
understandings that got worked 
out with die Palestinians and the 
Israelis to come to the table, and 
that’s it.” 

Israeli generals say, a peace 
treaty with Syria is nearer than 
ever but doubt Damascus will 
drop its demand for return of all 
die Golan Heights, 

“I believe the possibility of an 
agreement with Syria is doser 
than at any time in the past,” 


army chief Ehud Barak told the 
Davar newspaper in an interview 
published Monday. 

He added he was not sure what 
kind of agreement Syria was will- 
ing to enter. Israel demands Syria 
commit itself to “full peace,” 
including open borders, diploma- 
tic relations and trade, before it 
will discuss the extent of any 
Golan withdrawal. 

Lieutenant-General Barak’s 
chief of military intelligence, 
Major-General Uri Saguy. said 
he could not foresee Syria ever 
droping its demand that Israel 
return all of the Golan Heights. 

Since entering Middle East 
peace talks 17 months ago, Israel 
has promised to return at least 
part of the Heights for a peace 
agreements. 

“The Syrian demand for 
sovereignty over the Golan 
Heights, over all the territory that 
in their view belongs to them, is 
an inflexible demand at least at 
this stage," Gen. Saguy told army 
radio Monday. 

“I also believe it's hard to 
imagine it will be more flexible in 
tbe foreseeable future," he said. 

(Continued on p age 5) . 
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King 

honours 

Shurdom 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Monday 
conferred on the outgoing Air 
Force commander, 
Lieutenant-General Ihsan 
Shurdom the Al Kawkab Med- 
al of the First Order and thank- 
ed him for his valuable ser- 
vices. 

In a message sent to Gen. 
Shurdum, the King expressed 
deep appreciation for Gen. 
Shurdom’s efforts to develop 
the airforce. 

“I sent you my affection, 
appreciation and thanks for 
your services. Along with the 
other airforce officers you have 
excelled in offering your good 
services to tbe nation,” the 



His Majesty King Hussein Monday visits the Royal Air Force 
headquarters (Petra photo) 


King said. 

Citing Gen. Shurdum’s 
courageous feats, the King said 
that the outgoing general had 
fought alongside a close com- 
panion, the late fighter pilot 
Muwaffaq Salti. in the course 
of defending Jordan, and he 


also had shot down enemy 
planes over Iraqi territory dur- 
ing the 1967 war. 

“You have always served as 
an example of courage and 
loyalty. I am delighted to see 

(Continued on page 5) 


Yeltsin back from summit, 
launches plebiscite campaign 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin returned to 
Russia Monday from Vancouver 
summit talks and promptly urged 
people to endorse his reforms in 
an April 25 plebiscite. 

“Go out and vote ‘Yes’ to all 
four questions.” he told a crowd 
in the central Siberian city of 
Bratsk as he sought support for 
his pro-democracy, pro-market 
policies. 

He launched his referendum 
campaign in a brief stopover after 
winning support and a SI. 6 billion 
aid pledge from U.S. President 
Bill Clinton at the weekend. 

Itar-Tass news agency said Mr. 
Yeltsin, who plans to stump Rus- 
sia mobilising and apathetic 
population before the referen- 
dum, appealed to the people of 
Bratsk to go out and vote. 

"I propose a simple formula for 
voting — go out and vote ‘yes' to 
all four questions." he said after a 
visit to an aluminium smelter and 
to old student friends. 

Four questions will be on the 
ballot paper, altered last week by 
Russia's conservative supreme 
legislature as part of a power 
struggle with the reformist presi- 
dent. 

One is a vote of confidence in 
the president, one is a vote of 
confidence in the painful reforms 
begun since die Soviet collapse in 
late 1991, and two ask whether 
early presidential and parliamen- 
tary elections are needed. 

“Don’t be afraid to say ‘yes' 
even to the question relating to 
the reelection of the president," 
Mr. Yeltsin added. 

Mr. Yeltsin has warned that 



(J.S. President Bill Clinton (right) says good-bye to Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin after their summit in Vancouver which ended Sunday 
(AFP photo) 


the lawmakers' battle to slow his 
reforms masks a come-back 
attempt of communist forces. 

He wants the unpopular top 
legislature, the Congress of Peo^ 
ple’s Deputies, to be forced to go 
to the people and earn the right 
to speak for them. 

But the congress has diluted 
the referendum questions, re- 
moving earlier reference to new 
elections in November 1993 and 
using the vague formula “early 
elections” instead. This could be 
any time until 1995 for deputies 
or 19% for Mr. Yeltsin. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s earlier plan for a 
referendum on a new constitu- 
tion, which would abolish the 
congress altogether, had to be 
shelved when deputies rewrote 
the questions. 

President Ginton is working to 
rally the world's wealthiest na- 
tions to Mr. Yeltsin’s side after 


the harmonious weekend sum- 
mit. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said Monday that 
U.S. support for Russia's demo- 
cratic reforms will continue even 
if Mr. Yeltsin loses his upcoming 
electoral lest. 

“We're in it for the long pull,” 
Mr. Christopher told NBC televi- 
sion. “We’re going to be support- 
ing reformers whatever hap- 
pens." 

Mr. Clinton said the Russian 
people would find '‘immediate 
and tangible results” from the 
S1.6 billion in American aid he 
brought to the summit, and that it 
would benefit Americans as well. 
The package includes direct 
grants and credits for the purch- 
ase of food and other goods. Also 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Palestinians 
postpone 
decision on 
peace talks 

TUNIS ( R) — The Palestinian 
leadership on Monday postponed 
a decision on whether its nego- 
tiators would attend the next 
round of Middle East peace talks 
with Israel. 

“We decided to not take a 
decision for the moment and to 
postpone it. because we are wait- 
ing some answers,” a senior 
adviser to Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat told Reuters after 
two days of talks in Tunis. 

A statement said the session 
would remain open and consulta- 
tions would continue with Arab 
parties to the talks, due (o resume 
in Washington on April 20. 

Faisal Al Husseini, overall 
coordinator of the Palestinian 
negotiating team, met later Mon- 
day with the U.S. ambassador to 
Tunis. Thomas McCarthy, 
Palestinian sources said. 

Mr. Husseini briefed him on 
the results of the leadership meet- 
ing and assured him of the 
Palestinians’ commitment to the 
peace process. 

He also told Mr. McCarthy 
that 3% Palestinians, whose ex- 
pulsion by Israel in December 
stalled the peace talks, must be 
allowed to return home. 

The Central Council of Fateh, 
the PLO’s mainstream move- 
ment, also met Monday to discuss 
the Middle East talks. Palestinian 
sources said. 

Diplomats said they believed 
the Palestinians were waiting for 
the outcome of Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak's meetings 
in Washington with U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christopher 
Monday and with President Bit: 
Ointon Tuesday. 

Mr. Mubarak told the New 
York Times on Sunday he would tr 
to persuade Mr. Clinton to pr& 
Israel on the speedy return of th< 
expelled Palestinians. 

In its statement, the PLO lead 
ership said solution of the expul 
sion issue and resolution of hu 
man rights problems would re 
move obstacles impeding the 
talks. 

“Starting with its attachment tt 
the peace process and the import 
anee of reaching positive results 
the Palestinian leadership ex 
presses the necessity to resolvi 
the main issues,” the statemen 
carried by the Palestinian new 
agency WAFA said. 

Among these issues are "retun 
of the deportees in compliano 
with Resolution 799. the return o. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Mubarak to face rights 
questions from Clinton 


JORDAN 


By Mimi Mann 

Tbe Associated Press 

CAIRO — Although the United 
States and Egypt share a desire to 
stifle Muslim extremism. Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, may face 
questions in Washington this 
week about' his strongarm tactics 
against Islamic militants. 

Mr. Mubarak hopes to use his 
visit with President Bill Clinton 
and administration officials to re- 
juvenate the stalled Middle East 
peace talks. But that goal may be 
blurred by extremist attacks and 
police counter-violence at home. 

On Friday. Mr. Mubarak told a 
Kuwaiti newspaper his tactics 
have "terrorists breathing their 
last." He has made no secret he is 
willing to use any means to stop 
the violence. 

But some Egyptians fear his 
means might not meet with 
American approval. 

"If the U.S. forces Egypt to 
make some concessions with the 
Islamic groups, it could be catas- 
trophic." said Osama A1 Ghazali 
Harb, director of the govern- 
ment-funded A1 Ahram Centre 
for Political and Strategic studies. 
"If the U.S. puts too much press- 
ure on Mubarak, we could see 
Egypt go the way of Iran" and 
become a theocracy. t 

The question for Mr. Mubarak: 
How much pressure is too much? 

Egyptians may find out Tues- 
day. when Mr. Mubarak goes to 
the White House for Mr. Gin- 
ton's first meeting as president 
with an Arab head of state. 


"Certainly the Qinton admi- 
nistration will pressure Egypt to 
improve its human rights record, 
because Egypt is so important to 
the U.S.,” said political analyst 
Tim Sullivan of the American 
University in Cairo. “But there’s 
a sense this is a friend, hot to put 
more pressure on a country than 
it can bear." 

Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Ginton 
both are concerned about domes- 
tic violence. Bombers hit the Un- 
ited States and Egypt on Feb. 26 
— first at New York's World 
Trade Centre then in a crowded 
Cairo cafe only hours later. 

Mr. Mubarak blames the two 
incidents on an international con- 
spiracy to stop the peace talks. 
And he accuses Iran of fostering 
the violence, exportfog extrem- 
ism through Sudan into Egypt. 

In Egypt, Muslim extremists 
are attacking police, Christians 
and foreign tourists in a bid to 
overthrow Mr. Mubarak's secular 
government for an Islamic state 
similar to Iran. 

En route to Washington, Mr. 
Mubarak stressed Egypt's stabil- 
ity and sound investment oppor- 
tunities in talks with German and 
British leaders. 

But even as he spoke, militants 
threatened foreign investors, 
warning -hem to get out white 
they can. Attacks against foreign 
tourists have battered that indus- 
try. Egypt's top money-earner. 
Three foreigners have been killed 
since October. 

Last week, a small bomb went 
off inside one of the famed Giza 



Hosni Mubarak 

Pyramids. Later, the government 
announced a programme to In- 
stall metal detectors at the pyra- 
mids and other main tourist sites. 

Mr. Mubarak's harsh coun- 
termeasures appear to have sub- 
stantial support among Egyp- 
tians. 

Human rights advocates, on 
the orher hand, accuse the gov- 
ernment of fostering violence by 
using violence. 

“Human rights abuses occur 
more frequently every day," said 
Bahaeddin Hassan of the Egyp- 
tian Organisation for Human 
Rights. 

The State Department sub- 
stantiates those charges in its 
latest human rights report. Issued 
in January, it slams Egypt for 
using excessive force and accuses 
Egyptian police of widespread 
use of torture, especially against 
suspected Muslim militants. 

Mr. Mubarak's government 
vehemently denies that. 


Fateh assails Syria and Lebanon 
declares open war on Abu Nidal 


SIDON (R) — The Palestinian 
mainstream Fateh movement de- 
clared open war Monday on a 
splinter group led by Abu Nidal 
after more than a year of tit-for- 
tat assassinations in Lebanon. 

Colonel Munir Makdah. com- 
mander of Fateh forces in Leba- 
non, accused Syria and Lebanon 
of aiding the Fateh Revolutionary 
Council (FRC) in the latest kill- 
ing in the Palestinian power 
struggle. 

Gunmen assassinated Fateh's 
top official in Beirut, Colonel 
Ihsan Mohammad Salem who 
was better known as Younis 
A wad, last week by pumping four 
Bullets into his head as he walked 
near his home. 

"We warn all forces behind the 
mercenary Abu Nidal group: We 
will not stand idle while our 
leaders are liquidated," Col. 
Makdah told Reuters by tele- 
phone from his headquarters in 
the Palestinian refugee camp of 
‘Ain A1 Hilweh in southern Leba- 


non. 

“Since their arrogance has 
reached this level, we consider as 
targets all places and buildings 
where the leaden and officials of 
the Revolutionary Council are 
present." 

Cot. Makdah said the killing of 
Salem was part of a plan aimed at 
permanently settling Palestinian 
refugees in Lebanon. 

Fateh, led by Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, has been 
locked in a bloody feud with the 
FRC in Lebanon since December 
1991. 

Security sources said Fateh was 
much bigger and stronger in 
Lebanon than the FRC but the 
splinter group has operated 
underground for years and could 
be better at hit-and-run attacks. 

Salem, 45, was the power 
struggle's 10th victim this year. 
Some 28 members of the two 
factions were killed in bombings 


and shootings in 1992 and a truce 
collapsed after a few weeks. 

Tbe FRC, opposed to peace 
talks with Israel, said Sunday ■ it 
was withdrawing an initiative for 
a truce with Fateh and warned it 
would hit back hard against 
attacks on its leaders. 

Tt vowed to “uproot the des- 
tructive state of treason," in the 
PLO leadership. 

The FRC is’ led by Sabri A1 
Banna, whose nom de guerre is 
Abu Nidal. He has been sent- 
enced to death by Fateh. 

Abu Nidal split from Fateh in 
1973 to mastermind attacks on 
Israeli targets in -Europe, killing 
scores of people. 

The United States lists Abu 
Nidal as the world's most wanted 
guerrilla. His whereabouts are 
not known and he has not been 
seen in public for years. 

Abu Nidal was thought to have 
been based in Libya and Syria in 
the past. He is now believed to 
have links with Iran. 


Mysterious fainting spells of girls 
reported in schools north of Cairo 


CAIRO .(AP) — Hundreds of 
teenage girls experienced myste- 
rious fainting spells that forced 
school officials to close 10 schools 
north of Cairo, officials said 
Monday. 

Starting last Thursday, swoon- 
ing girls in Beheira province typi- 
cally have spent a few hours in a 
coma- like state, then awake feel- 
ing well. The rate of fainters has 
gradually decreased, with 11 new 
cases reported to the Health 
Ministry Monday. 

Extensive blood and urine tests 
as well as analysis of air and water 
in the schools found no evidence 
of poisoning or known disease. 
The health minister blames mass 
hysteria. 

"I want to assure 
Health Minister Ragheb Dewidar 
said: “On the basis of the pre- 
liminary results, these are 
psychological cases that affect 
girls of this age and then dis- 


appear without any complications 
or permanent effect." 

Quoted by the government's 
Al Akhbar newspaper, Mr, De- 
widar said similar cases of mass 
hysteria happened on a much 
smaller level in Egypt several 
years ago and in London 10 years 
ago. 

An official of Mr. Dewindar's 
Health Ministry told the associ- 
ated Press that 207 cases were 
reported Thursday in the Nile 
Della province; none on Friday, 
when school was in recess; 79 on 
Saturday; 54 on Sunday; and 11 
on Monday, putting die official 
tally at 351. But the daily news- 
paper Al Ahram reported more 
than 400 pupils fainted, and the 
'aily AJ Wafd said they were at 
least 500. 

Despite the negative tests for 
poisoning, further tests are being 
done, said the ministry official, 
who refused under ministry 


guidelines ro let his name be 
used. 

Newspapers said mainly girls 
aged 13 or 14 were were involved, 
with only a small number of male 
teens affected. Some girls told 
reporters they smelled a bad 
odour before losing conscious- 
ness. Others complained of se- 
vere headaches and stomach 
pains prior to fainting. 

• Salaheddin Ateya. Beheira’s 
governor, ordered 10 schools 
closed until next Saturday, Al 
Gomhuriya newspaper reported. 
Emergency medical centres were 
set up in the province. 120 
kilometres north of Cairo. 

Newspaper speculation has 
been rife as to the cause of the 
phenomenon, ranging from 
poisonous fumes emanating from 
a nearby elect rid ty-ge aerating 
plant to a new kind of attack by 
Muslim extremists. 


‘Mubarak’s I Archaeologists find settlements on UAE islands 

! . iu Ifine Fat 


U.S. visit 
just like 
Rabin’s’ 

The Jerusalem Post 

WASHINGTON — Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak visit here, 

: promises to touch on many of the 
same themes as did Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin's just three 
weeks ago. 

“The initial meeting is to do 
tbe same kind of thing Rabin did 
when he came here — create a 
good relationship," said William 
Quandt, a 'Senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution think tank. 

According to an Egyptian 
Embassy official, Mubarak 
wishes to ascertain that the shift 
in control of the White House has 
not affected Egypt's status In 
Washington. 

“This meeting will be very im- 
portant, very crudal... in indicat- 
ing Bill Ginton's approach," be 
said. “The Arab countries were 
in favour of the Republican presi- 
dents (Ronald Reagan and 
George Bush). The Democratic 
president should put forward his 
own policy toward the Middle 
East based on the recommenda- 
tions of his friends in the area: 
Israel. Egypt, and Saudi Arabia. 

Also vital to Mubarak is con- 
firming Egypt's aid package. Like 
Rabin. Mubarak is concerned 
U.S. budget cutting might lead to 
a reduction of finandal assistance 
to his country. Notwithstanding 
Christopher's recent public state- 
ments supporting the continued 
aid to the two countries. Senator 
Patrick Leahy, a key member of 
the Senate appropriations com- 
mittee, called last week for some 
aid to be diverted from Egypt and 
Israel to Russia. 

The Egyptian Embassy official 
said that withough his country has 
received assurances from the 
administration that Egypt’s S2 
billion annual aid will be main- 
tained through 1994, an addition- 
al public announcement is hoped 
for. 

“If it comes from President 
Ginton,” the official said, “the 
message would be stronger. It 
would be good for the diplomatic 
relationship for the president to 
say something; it would be more 
significant.” 

Mubarak also seeks continued j 
public acknowledgement of his , 
country’s role in the peace pro- 
cess. However, experts here 
downplay reports suggesting 
Mubarak's visit will help deter- | 
mine whether the Arab parties, ] 
including the Palestinians,' return | 
to the peace talks later this 
month. 

but Mubarak will not be solely 
on the offensive. He is likely to 
face questions about Egypt's 
crackdowns on Islamic fun- 
damentalists.# Recent reports, 
including a front-page story in 
The New York Times, highlight- 
ed Egypt's harsh measures 
against Islamic religious groups 
— including those not implicated 
in terrorist acts. 

A Senate source said there is 
“a great deal of sympathy for 
what Egypt is facing with extrem- 
ists, but there’s a concern Egypt 
is going too far.” 

Ultimately. American interests 
will temper any criticism, accord- 
ing to Robert SatJoff, acting 
director of the Washington Insti- 
tute for Near East Policy. 

“Because an Islamist takeover 
in Egypt would have near- 
cataclysmic implications for 
Western interests... Mubarak 
should find a friendly ear when he 
lobbies for indulgence in fighting 
domestic foes with means that 
might normally run afoul of the 
administration's commitment to 
human rights,” wrote Satloff. 

And when the handshake cere- 
monies are completed, the pri- 
m&riy item on Mubarak's shop- 
ping list here will remain the 
financial assistance package. , 

Said Quandt: “I think the ■ 
Egyptians would like to say when I 
the (Ginton-Mubarak) talks are | 
over that they’ll get the reassur- 
ance on aid. I think they’ll get 
that reassurance.” 


DUBAI (R) — Archaeologists 
have unearthed ancient villages 
on two Gulf islands which may 
yield new information on pre- 
Islamic life and trade. 

“These settlements, dating 
from around 100 A.D. to 500 
A.D. have opened a whole new 
chapter in' knowledge of die re- 
gion’s history,” Geoffrey King of 
London University’s School of 
Oriental and African Studies re- 
ported Sunday. 

Mr. King's project, set up by 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sul- 
tan Al Nahayan, began excavat- 
ing in March on islands off the 
Abu Dhabi coast. The finds are 
on Sir Bani Yas and Yasat. 

“These island sites represent a 
very substantial additon to our 
understanding of the patterns of 
trade and human settlement in 
the western part of the southern 
Gulf in the pre-Islamic period," 
Mr. King said in a statement sent 
to Reuters. 


He said the team would 
attempt to reconstruct a compu- 
ter model of the Sir Bani Yas 
village based on their excava- 
tions. 

Pottery on the site has yet to be 
precisely dated but indicates the 
island traded with the Parthian or 
Sassanian empires in Iran. 

“Places of the period have 
been found in Iran, but this is an 
extremely rare example of the 
domestic architecture of the 
time,” Mr. King said. “It is a 
subject of which we know very 
little anywhere.” 

Test trenches have revealed 
remains of other buildings and 
evidence of a large population 
which the team thinks could not 
have subsisted □ local agriculture 
alone. 

“(It) suggests the possibility of 
extensive trade connections," 
said Mr. King. “This could have 
been an important focal point for 
trans-Arabian commerce.” 

The team also plan to excavate 


a 5,000 to 6, 000-year-old settle- 
ment on Dalma Island — an 
ancient pearling centre 65 
kilometres off Abu Dhabi wth 
evidence of trading links 
Mesopotamia — and a similar site 

on Merawah. . 

They are trying to piece 
together how the islands people 
KQt their water supply, what they 
ate and with whom they traded. 

“It’s all quite staggering. It was 
virtually a blank on the map ot 
the history of the Gulf. Mr. 
King said. 

River ‘discovery’ old news 

Saudi academics dismiss claims 
by a geologist in the United 
States to have located what was 
once the largest river in the Ara- 
bian Peninsula — and say experts 
have known about it for nearly 
400 years. 

The official Saudi Press Agen- 
cy quoted a statement Sunday by 


the King Fahd University for 
petroleum and Minerals in 
Dhahran as saying it had found, 
no “new troths” in the claims by . 
Boston University geologist 

Farouk Al Baz. ' 

Dr. Baz said in March he had . 
located what was once the largest 
river in the Arabian Peninsula, a 
850 -kilometre dry channel wto 
delta forms more than two-tnirds 

of present-day Kuwait. - 

He said he detected tbe chasfl, 
nel which runs eastward from 
western Saudi Arabia's Hijat 
Mountains, by studying satellite 
images. The river may have dned 
up more than 5.000 years ago. 

Dr. Baz said he was submitting 
a paper on his discovery to the 
journal Science and proposed the 
channel be named Kuwait River. . 

But the university statement 
accused Dr. Baz of “proposing 
incorrect and hasty ideas.” It said 
the riveT had been known as . 
“Wadi Al Baten” by geologists 
since the year 1606. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

3 implicated in Algeria barracks raid killed Armenian minister opens embassy in Syria 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian security forces have killed three 
Muslim fundamentalists believed to be among 16 hunted after a 
bloody raid on a military barracks last month, local newspapers 
said Monday. Eighteen soldiers were killed in the March 22 attack 
on Bougzoul Barracks, 100 kilometres south of Algiers. Another 
died from his wounds and a total of 23 attackers were killed during 
the raid or in a huge manhunt afterwards. The government 
newspaper Al Moudjahid said Monday four men were trapped in a 
shack near Bordj Al Kiffan, 10 kilometres east of Algiers, after 
stealing a car last Wednesday. “After a shootout which ended with 
the death of three terrorists and the flight of the fourth, security 
forces recovered a machinegun and a Kalashnikov stolen from 
Bougzoul Barracks, and an automatic beretta pistol which be- 
longed to a traffic policeman assassinated last March 5....,” it said. 
There was no mention of any casualties among security forces. 

Sudan bans foreigners from selling property 

KHARTOUM (AP) — The Sudanese government has issued a 
decree that bans foreigners from selling their property in Sudan 
and forces them to return it to the government in case they want to 
leave the country. Justice Minister Jalal AJi Lutfi issued the order 
on March 21 but it was made public Sunday. The decree forbids 
foreigners from selling any real estate, land or places of worship 
they own. In case they wish to leave Sudan, they can either pass on 
the property to other members of their community, as long as they 
use it for the same propose, or return it to the government “In 
case of migration or inability to utilize these estates, they return to 
the state to use them to the best it sees,” the decree said. The 
decision seems to be primarily directed at the Egyptian community, 
that has witnessed an exodus from Sudan in tbe past months. Tens 
of thousands of Egyptian teachers have left Khartoum since the 
government nationalised 20 Egyptian shcools early this year and 
took control of the Sudan branch of Cairo University last month. 
Tbe land where their homes are located in the centre of the capital 
is estimated at millions of Sudanese pounds. 

KuwaitFemfr urges press not to abuse freedom 

KUWAIT (R) — The emir of Kuwait has urged’ the domestic 
media to take the interests of the country into consideration and 
not abuse press freedom. Monday newspapers said Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabahi made his comments at a meeting Sunday with 
Kuwait's journalists union. “We do not want our common enemy 
who is still in power to take advantage of our differences," he was 
quoted as saying. “Some issues which can be tackled (by the press) 
under ordinary circumstances must not be tackled under extraor- 
dinary circumstances.” Kuwaiti newspapers have been attacking 
alleged government inefficiency and corruption. The emir stressed 
his support for the freedom of the press ana the democratic process 
through the newly elected parliament. “We believe in this freedom 
and we believe in democracy,” he said. “Anything that harms 
Kuwait will harm us all.” 

Iranian to be flown out of Australia 

BRISBANE, Australia (AP) — An Iranian man who went beserk 
on an aircraft after being refused entrance to New Zealand will be 
flown out of Australia on the first available flight, Australian police 
said Monday. Karim Amiri, 28, set fire to his travel documents 
while on board Flight 31 from Auckland to Kuala Lumpur Sunday. 
The pilot decided to make an unscheduled landing in Brisbane, 
where the man was unloaded. Passengers and crew on the Boeing 
767 became concerned when the man threatened several cabin 
attendants, demanding the return of his travel papers. After being 
handed his documentation, he locked himself in a toilet and set the 
papers alight, causing a smoke alarm to sound. The man had been 
put on the aircraft by Auckland police after trying to enter New 
Zealand late last week with a false passport, the New Zealand press 
association reported. Sergeant Larry Pope of the Australian federal 
police said the crew of the Boeing 767 reacted to a smoke detector 
alarm set off by the man and decided, in the interest of safety, to 
divert the flight. “It was only a small incident, but it had the 
potential to become something bigger.” Mr. Pope said. Mr. Pope 
said no charges had been laid against Mr. Amiri. Federal police 
later said it was expected Mr. Amiri would be flown out of 
Brisbane back to Auckland Monday afternoon, where he could 
face charges. The Australian customs department said in a 
statement that the papers the man burned in the aircraft toilet were 
official documents relating to his deportation. Tbe aircraft, with 
239 passengers on board, was delayed in Brisbane for two hours 
after its unscheduled detour. 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Armenia’s foreign minister, Vahan Papa- 
sian, hoisted his country’s red, blue and orange flag oyer the 
Armenian embassy here Monday, officially inaugurating the 
mission. “Syria is one of the places where we very much needed 
an embassy to open,” said Papasian, who arrived in Damascus 
Sunday for a three-day visit. He added that “this will give us 
opportunity to begin to work on concrete political economic and 
cultural cooperation.” Shortly before the opening ceremony, Mr. 
Papasian met with his Syrian counterpart, Farouk A! Sharaa, the 
Syrian Arab News Agency reported, it said their talks focused on 
bilateral ties and Armenia's dispute with Azerbaijan over 
Nagorno-Karabakh, an Armenian enclave inside Azerbaijan. Mr. 
Papasian and Mr. Sharaa both stressed the need to find a peaceful 
solution to the dispute. Syria, a country of 12 million people, is 
home to an Mr. Armenian community of about 175,000. 
Armenia's president, Levon ter-Petrosian, was born in the city of 
Aleppo, 320 kilometres north of Damascus. At the embassy 
opening, Mr. Papasian said, “We must take care in that we have a 
great Armenian community in Syria.” 

Israel hands back antiquities to Egypt . 

CAIRO (R) — Israel has given back Egypt antiquities it 1 
uncovered during its 1967-1982 occupation of the Sinai Peninsula, a 
senior Egyptian official said Sunday. Last week isrel delivered 40 
cases of items after settling a long-running dispute with Egypt 
over antiquities it excavated from the peninsula, Egyptian 
Antiquities Organisation (EAO) Chairman Mohammad Ibrahim 
Bakr said in a statement. “The batch includes 10 limestone tablets 
from the Byzantine era with Greek inscriptions, unique tablets of 
a type never discovered before in the world, which were part of a 
collection by former Israeli Defence Minister Moshe Dayan,” Mr. 
Bakr said. Some 200 pieces of pottery from a ship sunk off the 
Sinai coast in the Turkish Ottoman era which had been on display 
at Israel's Haifa museum were also handed back. Israel, whose 
-archaeologists explored 59 Sinai sites during the occupation, also \ 
< agreed- 4 to pay SI million dollars -to help spread scientific 
knowledge of Egypt’s antiquities, and to hand over all maps and 
charts of the area it made. The EAO brought the antiquities to 
Cairo but plans to house then in a museum in the northern Sinai 
town of Al Arish. 

Leading extremist arrested in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Hemdan Ttaabet Mansour, described as a leading 
Muslim extremist, was arrested Sunday after a brief shootout with 
police. Cairo state-owned newspapers reported. Mr. Mansour was 
wounded in the leg when police stormed his hideout at a Cairo 
suburb to arrest him. The newspapers said Mr. Mansour started the 
shootout. The papers said an automatic rifle and an amount of 
ammunition were found in his possession. In a related develop- 
ment, the American University in Cairo was partially evacuated 
Sunday after an anonymous caller claimed a bomb was planted in 
the library. A nearly two-hour search of the university’s main 
library and a smaller one containing a collection of rare books 
found no bombs and classes resumed normally. The American 
University in Cairo is a private university, accredited in the United 
States. It was founded in 1919. The radicals, who want to 
Overthrow Egypt’s secular government to replace it with an 
Iran-like theocracy, have been attacking police and Christians but 
are now also targeting foreign tourists. The militants have also 
warned they are adding foreign and Egyptian investors to their list 
of targets. Three bombs have exploded in central Cairo since 
January and all have been linked to the extremists. The attacks left 
a Swede, a Turk and an Egyptian officer dead and wounded 26. 
More than 150 people have died in the past 16 months. 

Arab papers protest group’s objection to Peres meeting 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — East Jerusalem's Arabic daily 
newspapers yesterday published an announcement expressing their 
“condemnation” and "astonishment” that the Arab Journalists 
Association (AJA) objected to Palestinian journalists meeting with ' 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres last week. The announcement said 
that in a statement distributed last week, the AJA denounced the 
meeting last Sunday at the Foreign Ministry in which 10 journalists 
from almost all the Arabic political daily and weekly newspapers 
participated. The condemnation said it saw in the AJ A’s objections 
"interference in the professional work" of journalists by AJA 
chairman Naim Toubasi. It was signed by the "Palestinian 
newpapers published in Jerusalem” — The Jerusalem Post. 
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PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 Tvnuoircs 

18 JO Maguy 

19HXI News in French 

W-.1S Karco 

I9J0 News in Hebrew 

2th00 Ncw> in Arabic 

2OJ0 Beadle's About 

21:10 Forever Green 

22.-00 News in English 

22:20 

Feature Film: "Sunset Boulevard" 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:55 Fajr 

06:14 (Sunrise) Duha 

12J8 Dhuhr 

in: 12 ‘Asr 

IfhOZ Maghreb 

2SH21 ’Ishu 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swctflcb, 
Tel. 810740' 

Assemblies of Gftd Church, TcL 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Chart* Tel. 661757 
Terrasanta Church Tel: 622366 
Cbnrch of the Annunciation Tel. 


623541. 

Anglican Chorcfa Tel. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Cbnrch Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Cbnrch Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. T7175I. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
65252ft. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
K24328. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. R23824. 654932. 
Church of the Nazarene Td. 67569 1 . 
Church of the Redeemer ... Tel. 
63K526. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Il will be fair and winds win be 
southeasterly moderate, freshening at 
lima. In Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 10/22 

Aqaba 14/28 

Deserts 6/26 

Jordan Valley 13 / 27 

Yesterday's high tempera lures: Am- 
man 22, Aqaba 28. HumitSly readings: 
Amman 34 per cent. Aqaba 39 per 
cent. 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Nahawj .... 693925 

Dr. K ha led Mu'ddi 743500 

Dr. Mohammad Al Sawwa .... 732U56 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayych 6201 15 

Firas pharmacy ....661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairouih pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


OtBID: 

Dt. Mohammad Al Sharaa {■ — ) 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Wad Abu Zcid (—1 

Khalifcb pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 

Civil Defence Department 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

civil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192. 62111 1. 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Public Security Department 

Hotel Complaints 

Price Complaints 

Water and Sewerage 


Complaints 897467 

Amman Munidpaliiy 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs. 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 


Jordan Bccuidty Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 0853200 

Ouecn Alia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity ......... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital ............... 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali ,,,,.666127/37 

Al-AhH. Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

ALBashir. J. Ashrafteh 7751 1 1/26 

Aimy.Marka ................. 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 686100 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 


Al Hikma Modem Hospital ....... [09)990990 

OtBID: 


«mcc*s Basma Hospital 102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02J272Z7S 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 II 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information k supplied by Royal 
Jord an i an (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Ouccn Alia International 
Airport Tc I. (08)532003. whac it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

6fcM Jakarta. Kuala Lumper fiU) 

HdO Dbahtan(RJ) 

10:15 — ... — Damascus (RJ) 

»:15 AqabafRif 


Hh30 Muscat. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Ws* Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

Ilri» Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

Cairo [RJ) 

I* 2 * London. Rome (RJ) 

2*2 Vienna (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Rome [AZ) 

Pans. Beirut (ME) 

ITm Beirut (ME) 

Bucharest (RO) 

DEPARTURES 

^irr n(w,R,3hte 


Frankfurt (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Aqaba 1R1) 

... Amsterdam, New York i RJ) 

-..Vienna (RJ) 

Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

-.Para. Brussels (RJ) 

Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

Damascus. Laroaca (W) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Aden (RJ) 

laranca(Rj) 

........ Abo Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (Rj) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

U** Lamaca. Vienna (OS) 

Dubai (AZ) 

IE:W Bucharest (RO) 


MARKET prices 


Uppcrikmcr price in lilt per fcc. 

i^PPk 700/700 

Banana 680/680 

Banana (Mukaitimar) 620 / 620 

SS? 900/700 

Sfc:::::::::::::; ISIS 

Cucumbers ( large) 120/60 

Cucumbers (small) 220/160 

LjC, UOn «n < yn 

MaS&m 400/300 

/ 2 S 0 

S^W* 0 ") 280 / 200 

SP 1 a™, 
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His Majesty King Hussein Monday receives United 
Arab Emirates Minister of Labour Seif Al Jarwan 


who is participating in the Arab Labour Conference 
in Amman (Petra photo) 


King receives Arab ministers 
attending labour conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received at the 
-Royal Court Monday in separate 
meetings several Arab ministers 
who are participating in the Arab 
Labour Conference which 
opened in Amman Monday. 

The King received Syrian 
Minister of Soda! Affairs Alt 
Khalil who conveyed the greet- 
ings of Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad. 

The Syrian minister com- 
mended Jordan's role in hosting 


the conference, saying It is a 
necessary step on the way to 
Arab solidarity. 

King Hussein asked Mr. Khalil 
to convey his greetings to Mr. 
Assad and his wishes of further 
progress and prosperity to the 
Syrian people. 

The King also received the 
Emirati Labour Minister Seif Al 
Jarwan who conveyed to the King 
the greetings of the president of 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 


Nahayan. Sheikh Jarwan high- 
lighted the role of the conference 
in achieving Arab solidarity and 
praised King Hussein's role in 
addressing Arab problems. 

His Majesty also received 
Moroccan Minister of Employ- 
ment and Traditional Industries 
Mohammad Ghairi who stressed 
the need to re-organise Arab 
relations. 

The meetings were attended 
by Labour Minister Abdul Karim 
Al Kabariti. 


Meeting reviews administrative 
systems of Arab governments 


AMMAN (Petra) — Organisa- 
tions concerned with strategic de- 
velopments will review Arab 
countries' planning strategies and 
practical applications by their 
governments to deal with crises 
and administrative problems, said 
Ahmad Saqer Ashour, director of 
the Arab OfganfsaBoii for Admi- 
m i s tra ti ve •• 3>e weJ o p m e hi 
[(AOAD). 

• At an AOAD meeting opened 
^Monday in Amman, Minister of 
[State for Prime Ministry Affairs 
;Ibrahim Izzedine addressed the 
■opening session, asserting the im- 
,'portance of administrative de- 
velopment as a means of dealing 
■with weaknesses in public ser- 
vice and waste of resources and 
,’time. 

; “The administration in our 
country has suffered a great deal 
'from the heritage of the past, 
where defects of foreign adminis- 
trations infiltrated it during the 
[period of Ottoman rule ana the 
[foreign occupation that followed, 
•thus steering the administration 


away from the will of the home- 
land and causing its citizens to 
live in a state of alienation in their 
country,” Mr. Izzedine aid. 

“And after our countries cros- 
sed some distance in building 
their national institutions to meet 
the needs of the independent 
.states, they were overflowed^vjth 
arises.* of. adaptation to-. the. new 
reality caused fex ti\e economic 
development projects and social 
changes,” he added. 

Realising the importance of 
developing its public organisa- 
tions’ services, the Jordanian gov- 
ernment has taken measures de- 
signed to simplify formalities and 
improve services, in addition to 
controlling public spending, said 
the minister. 

He explained that Jordan was 
also introducing economic re- 
forms as agreed to with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF), 
and is implementing a program- 
me designed to overhaul the edu- 
cational system as provided for by 
the 19S7 Educational Confer- 


ence. 

On the social front, the govern- 
ment is directing its resources and 
efforts towards alleviating pover- 
ty, and containing the problem of 
unemployment via income- 
generating projects, Mr. Izzedine 
said. 

Dr. Ashour told the opening 
session- dial development 'of pub- ' 
lie administrations in the Arab, 
countries was essential at a time 
when the Arab region is facing 
fast-paced developments. 
Forecasting more pressures on 
jvernments in the coming years, 
r. Ashour said these govern- 
ments have no alternative to re- 
ducing their subsidies, grants and 
soft loans because of growing 
demands; and will have to rely on 
non-governmental organisations 
and the private sector. 

Dr. Ashour said the govern- 
ments have to revise their present 
system in order to better serve 
the public. 

The AOAD meeting will con- 
tinue through Wednesday. 


E 


Day 2 of population meeting 
delves into role of women 


■AMMAN (Petra) — Participants 
in the Arab Population Confer- 
ence which was opened Sunday in 
Amman discussed Monday two 
working papers; “Women and 
Development" and "Family Plan- 
ning and Health in the Arab 
■World." 

[ The first paper, which was pre- 
sented by the United Nations 
-.Statistics Section, included a re- 
view of the role of Arab women 
in political, economic and social 
development. 

It said that Arab women in 
general are either non- 
[represented in parliamentary and 
legislative councils, or repre- 
sented in a nominal form, and in 
fact they are deprived of an effec- 
tive means of determining their 
destiny and practising their rights 
in their society. 


The paper called for measures 
to encourage and support the 
participation of women in politic- 
al life and in the decision-making 
process. 

The paper praised the econo- 
mic role of women in Jordan, 
Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco and 
Lebanon, stressing that their role 
is strengthened in communities 
where the economy does not rely 
on oil. 

That role is minimal in oil- 
producing countries, the paper 
said. 

The health conditions of 
women in Arab countries is bet- 
ter than it was 20 years ago. the 
paper said, adding that their edu- 
cational level is improving 
although the mortality rate 
among Arab women, because of 
pregnancy, is high. 


The second paper on family 
planning and health was pre- 
sented by the technical coordina- 
tor of projects of the Children's 
Health Survey in the Arab Gulf 
Programme Samir Fareed. 

It said the natural rise in 
population is about 2.8 per cent, 
adding that it is one of the highest 
rates in the world. 

Five Arab countries — Jordan, 
Algeria, Egypt, Morocco and 
Tunisia — show that the high 
population growth rate is a 
stumbling block to development 
efforts, the paper said. 

The conference is organised 
jointly by the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia (ESCWA), 
the Arab League and the United 
Nations Population Fund fUN- 
PFA). 


Specialists discuss role of women 
in agricultural, rural development 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Although 
Jordanian women have achieved 
major accomplishments in educa- 
tion, industry, agriculture and 
other fields, they are at a disadvan- 
tage here, since they are not 
involved in policy-making, said 
University of Jordan Vice Presi- 
dent Suleiman Arabiyat Monday. 

At a one-day seminar on the 
role of women in agricultural and 
rural development organised at 
the Faculty of Agriculture of the- 
University of Jordan, Dr. Ara- 
biyat said females constitute 
more than 40 per cent of the total 
number of students in the Faculty 
;of Agriculture, and 51 per oent of- 
the total number of the universi- 
ty’s students. 

Addressing the opening session 
of the seminar organised in coop- 
eration with the British Council 
in Amman and Britain’s Reading 
University, Dr. Arabiyat said 
that in Jordan, women, who have 



Officials from (Ik University of Jordan and its Department of 
Agriculture, as well as the British Council in Amman and a visiting 
delegation Grom University in the United Kingdom 

participate Monday hi a one-day symposium on the role of women 
in agricultural and rural devdopmeut 


increasingly taken , part in agri- 
cultural and rural development, 
account for at least 38 per cent of 
the total Jordanian workforce in- 
volved in agriculture. 

But he added that many of 
these women are illiterate. 

British Council representative 
tn Amman Chris Chislet told the 
meeting that the council was 


ready to cooperate with the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and other Jorda- 
nian organisations in promoting 
the role of women in the rural 
regions through seminars and ex- 
changing expertise between Bri- 
tain and Jordan. 

Several working papers on the 
role of women m development 
were reviewed. 


Crown Prince calls for new vision 
and code of conduct in human rights 


By Sa’eda Kflani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan Monday 
stressed the need for a new vision 
and code of conduct to counter 
human rights violations around 
the world. 

“We in the Middle East are 
desperately in need of new hu- 
man rights ethics," said Prince 
Hassan in his opening speech to a 
three-day roundtable meeting en- 
titled “strengthening Commit- 
ment to the Universality of Hu- 
man Rights,” held in preparation 
for the World Conference on 
Human Rights scheduled for 
June in Vienna. 

Emphasising that human rights 
must be respected without discri- 
mination, the Crown Prince criti- 
cised double standards and 
pointed to the lack of analysis of 
the United Nations definition of 
human rights. 

“(We have) to analyse what we 
mean by human rights... is it 
soda! and economic rights?," he 
questioned, adding that “few 
states give attention to cultural 
rights. 

Prince Hassan called for an 
objective and neutral application 
of human rights pointing out the 
double standards that govern the 
monitoring and condemnation of 
human rights abuses. 

Calling for a new code of con- 
duct and for human rights ap- 
plication that respects each coun- 
try's soda! and cultural notions, 
the Crown Prince simulataneous- 
ly rejected the argument of states 
“that human rights is a western 
notion.” 

In this context, he urged the 
adoption of a new system that 
incorporates the Islamic value 
system essential to the develop- 
ment of human rights issues. 

Prince Hassan said “that is why 
a multi-faith system is impor- 
tant.” 

United Nations Assistant 


Secretary General for Human 
Rights Fbrahima Fall also indi- 
. cated in his keynote address to 
the roundtable disparities in 
traditions and cultures that exist 
between countries that have to be 1 
taken into account. 

“We have come to understand 
more clearly the rich diversity of 
human cultures, traditions, reli- 
gions and beliefs., we have 
learned the Imperative need of 
protecting ana strengthening 
these different expressions of the 
human experience and of sup- 
porting their positive develop- 
ment," be said. 

Mr. Fall expressed hope that 
the three-day roundtable, which 
is attended by 30 to 40 human 
rights experts from around the 
world, will “demonstrate clearly 
the broad religious and philo- 
sophical universality support for 
human rights.” 

He also stressed the need to 
incorporate human rights into 
national legislations. 

“Universality of human rights 
should be promoted... we should 
discourage reservations (of states 
that did not ratify human rights 
treaties), most of which reduce 
the protection afforded to the 
people of any country and affect 
directly the implementation of 
these human rights,” said Mr. 
Fall. 

The U.N. official voiced deep 
concern over the manner in which 
human rights are applied and the 
selectivity and the double stan- 
dards “that come from peoples 
and governments who deny that 
the economic, social and cultural 
rights contained in universal de- 
claration... are in fact human 
rights.” 

Universality of human rights, 
he said, means much more than 
just identical rules; “it means 
enabling people in the concrete 
circumstances of their daily lives, 
throughout the world, to, in fact, 
enjoy those human rights.” 

He stressed the need to pay 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Monday 
delivers opening address at the Rights and Human- 
ity Round Table. U.N. Assistant Secretary General 
for Human Rights Ibrahima Fall (left) and Chair- 


man of the International Board of Rights and 
Humanity Julia Hausermann also addressed the 
opening session (Petra photo) 


attention to certain groups so that 
they may be guaranteed full en- 
joyment of their rights; such as 
migrant workers, the extremely 
poor and excluded, disabled per- 
sons, national, ethnic, cultural 
and religious minorities. 

The need for a new vision, a 
new code of conduct and new 
method of thinking and imple- 
mentation was reiterated by lec- 
turers who, representing different 
cultures and various religions, re- 
flected their countries' experi- 
ences in the human rights field, 
the progress they achieved and 
the problems they encounter. 

“What is the new society we 
are looking for?,” questioned 
Gabriel Habib, secretary general 
of Middle East Council of Chur- 
ches at Limassol and at Beirut. 

“A society that is not traditional, 
secularist... but one that respects 


religion and does not eliminate 
it... a society that respects differ- 
ences. but at the same time 
guarantees equality and freedom 
of expression," he responded. 

But, a different outlook to reli- 
gion must be adopted. 

In his description of the Hindu 
system, Shri Shrivatsa Goswami. 
leader of Caitanya sect and scho- 
lar of Hinduism in India, said 
“women religion is made un- 
touchable. it becomes a basically 
genuine mistake.” 

Religion, according to another 
lecturer, must be fully explored 
and apprehended. 

By citing many Koranic verses, 
the Sudanese lecturer, Amna 
Rahman Hassan from the Inter- 
African Commission on Tradi- 
tional Practices, indicated that 
there exists many humanitarian 
concepts and laws in Islam that 


ore not fully explored and im- 
plemented. Moreover, she main- 
tained. many malpractices arc 
being carried' out in the name of 
religion. 

"In Islam, the girl has to reach 
18 years of age before getting 
married, contrary to traditional 
practices which give access to 
parents marrying their daughters 
at an early age. saying she is in 
secure hands." Mrs. Hassan said. 

She also criticised female genit- 
al mutilation, a practice that is* 
still being carried out in Sudan. 

“Enough material is available 
on human rights," she continued, 
“but actions should be taken and 
pressure groups should exert 
more effort to force the govern- 
ments to implement them.” 

“Enough material on human 
rights is available in Islam" Mrs. 
Hassan added. 


Minister opens Arab food week 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputising 
for His Majesty King Hussein, 
Agriculture Minister Fayez Kha- 
sa^riefcf Sunday ^opened Arab 
Food Week, organised by the 
Arab Federation ofFodd Indus- 
tries, the Jordanian Agricultural 
Engineers Association (JAEA) 
and the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Dr. Kbasawneh delivered an 
address to the Arab Food Confer- 
ence in which he urged concern 
for the Arab humanitarian factor, 
saying it is the basis of any 
agricultural development 
scheme. 

The minister also stressed the 
need to concentrate on im- 
plementing Arab agricultural 
polities to achieve sound develop- 
ment and increase food produc- 
tion in the Arab World, in addi- 
tion to directing investments to 
the food processing industries 
and other fields. 

He said Arab imports of food 
supplies in 1992 reached S32 bil- 
lion, adding that experts believe 
the figure mil rise in view of the 
rapid increase in population in 
Arab countries. 

"Thus, it is dear that providing 
food for Arab citizens at the 


current stage requires a painful 
drainage of Arab financial re- 
sources;”, the minister said.! 

■ President 1 of ' the "Jordanian 
Agricultural .Engineers Associa- 
tion Ghaleb Abu Uratii and 
Secretary General of the Arab 
Federation of Food Industries 
Falah Jaber also addressed the 
conference. 

The week will include discus- 
sions on processing daily pro- 
ducts. fodder, tomatoes, carbon- 
ated beverages, poultry, oils and 
juices. 

On the sidelines of the week, a 
five-day industrial agricultural 
Exhibition was also opened Sun- 
day by Dr Khasawneh. 

Taking part in the exhibit are 
55 Arab, Jordanian and foreign 
companies, who are displaying 
agro-industrial products and 
dairy and food products. 

Minister meets with visiting 
Syrian economic delegation 

A visiting Syrian economic de- 
legation met here Monday with 
Minister of Agriculture Fayez 
Khasawneh and expressed their 


countiy’s desire to increase 
Jordanian-Syrian cooperation in 
agricultural and trade fields. 

“ Speakers for the delegation, 
which groups members of all eco- 
nomic and business sectors in 
Syria, asserted the importance of 
pan-Arab coordination in finding 
solutions to agricultural problems 
in the Arab World. 

They also stressed the need for 
inter-Arab cooperation to ensure 
food security. 

Addressing the visitors. Dr. 
Khasawneh said Iordan was also 
eager to strengthen cooperation, 
adding that similarities between 
the environmental, climatic social 
and geographic conditions of the 
two countries are conclusive to 
such efforts. 

In reviewing Jordan's agri- 
cultural points, the minister 
pointed out problems faced in 
farming and stock breeding. 

He also outlined the ministry’s 
role in providing assistance to 
farmers. 

Dr. Khasawneh voiced Jor- 
dan's desire to see Arab markets 
opening their doors to free ex- 
changes of Arab agricultural pro- 
ducts. 



Minister of Agriculture Fayez Al Khasawneh Sunday opens an 
industrial agricultural exhibition in Amman (Petra photo) 


Arabs should unify 
civil aviation policies 
says visiting official 


By Sa’eda Kflani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Arab countries must 
adopt unified civil aviation poli- 
cies to confront challenges and 
high-scale competition posed by 
the joint efforts of European 
countries said Assad Kotaite 
head of the Internationa] Gvil 
Aviation Organisation (ICAO) 
Council. 

“Not only do we have to con- 
front technological and financial 
challenges in the civil aviation 
domain, but we also have to face 
organised foreign competition,” 
warded Dr. Kotaite. “Ail related 
procedures concerning air naviga- 
tion are facilitated in European 
countries... we are in dire need of 
coordination among Arab coun- 
tries m this field.” 

Dr. Kotaite who left for Leba- 
non Monday after concluding a 
two-day visit to the Kingdom, 
commended Jordan’s achieve- 
ments in civil aviation and ex- 
pressed satisfaction that the coun- 
try's foil cooperation with the 
organisation does not “necessi- 
tate any interference” on the part 
of the ICAO. 

“There are major gaps in other 
countries's systems that need con- 
stant follow-up in terms of adher- 
ence to security measures as 
stipulated by the ICAO’s regula- 
tions; however, the security mea- 
sures adopted in Jordan goes 
hand in hand with the organisa- 
tion’s,’’ said Dr. Kotaite who 
visited Jordan once before m 
1977. 


Dr. Koteite, who has been 
head of the ICAO's Council for 
18 years, insisted that most im- 
portant for Arab countries, espe- 
daly non-oil producing countries, was 
to pay attention to the “human 
element.” 

“That's why we pay particular 
attention to training by granting 
scholarships and providing in- 
depth training programmes to 
Jordan, as well as to other coun- 
tries who are in need of them,” 
he said, adding that Saudi Arabia 
is one cf the countries that is able 
to afford and receive consider- 
able amounts of training. 

During his two-day visit to Jor- 
dan, Dr. Kotaite held extensive 
talks with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and senior Jordanian offi- 
cials, as well as with the Civil 
Aviation Authority's (CAA) 
director who shared Dr. Kotaite's 
view over the need to upgrade the 
civil aviation status in the region. 

Talks also included the need to 
forward multi-lateral talks be- 
tween countries in the region to 
put an end to the wasteful detours 
that most flights must make. 

“We hope that all these restric- 
tions mil disappear and planes 
take direct routes to cut short 
expenses and time," Dr. Kotaite 
said. 

Current contacts are underway 
for a meeting next June among 
several countries in the region; 
the meeting will include Ionian, 
Syria, Cyprus and Egypt who will 
review direct routes and res- 
tricted air space. 


HOME NEWS IN 


King, Crown Prince 
visit PSD chief 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Monday visited the 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) where they met with 
PSD Director Major-General 
Abdul Rahman Al Udwan and 
issued directives on various 
issues. The newly-appointed 
PSD director Monday 
appointed Brigadier Najeeb Al 
Bataineh as PSD Assistant 
Director for Operations and 
Planning Affairs as of April 5. 
He also appointed Brigadier 
Awni Mismar as Inspector 
General. 

Sharif Zeid visits 
army headquarters 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shak- 
er visited Monday Army 
General Headquarters where 
he met with outgoing Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Field Marshal Fathi Abu Taleb 
and thanked him for his efforts 
while serving with the Armed 
Forces. Sharif Zeid also met 
with the newly-appointed 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Lieutenant-General 
Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaabneh 
and congratulated him on his 
new post. The prime minister 
also wished Lt.-Gen. Mirai 
success in bis mission, and the 
Armed Forces further develop- 
ment under the leadership of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of paintings entitled “Meditating l -and and Man” 
by plastic artist Hussein Da’sa at Baladna Art Gallery. 

-A- Exhibition of paintings by artist Mohammad Nasrallah at Al 
Balqa Gallery, Fnheis City. 

A Art exhibition by Nawwaf Al Bukhari at the Phoenix Art 
Gallery. 

4 Art exhibition entitled “The Legend of Petra H” by artist Saha 
Shoman at the National .Gallery For Fine Arts. 

Ar Exhibition of national heritage and traditional handicrafts al 
Mntah University. 
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The National Music Conservatory / 

Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
presents 

THE STRING QUARTET 

of the 1 

NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 

Aram Zarasian, violin 1 - Mohammad Ali Abbas, violin i! 

Samir Jawad. viola - Farqad AH/Vattar. cello 
In Concert 

Tuesday, 6 April 1993 - 8:00 p.m. 

Nabeel AI-Mashini Theatre - Al-Abdali 

The program includes string quartets by Beethoven and Go s sec. 
This concert comes on the eve of the ensemble's participation In trie 
Osaka International Chamber Music Competition. J apan 

Tickets, for JD 7, each are available at: 

- Nabeel AI-Mashini Theatre, tel 691900 

- Babiche, tel 661322 

- Rihani Stores, tel. 693775 

- The National Music Conservatory, tel. 6B7620 
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Rivalry is enemy of progress 


IN HIS address to a preparatory session of the Arab 
labour conference yesterday, the c hairman of the Arab 
Labour Organisation (ALO), Khaled falter, told Arab 
ministers that one of the most important problems that 
the ALO board faced every year was financial deficit. 
“Most of the members are not paying their dues in 
time, and some did not pay for so many years,” Mr. 
Khaled said. 

The ALO’s dilemma is not unique in joint Arab 
action. The Arab League, the umbrella for all joint 
Arab action, is itself in crisis. News reports that 
Morocco was cancelling the forthcoming Arab 
League’s council meeting, coupled with the failure of 
the league’s secretary general, Esmat Abdul Megufd, 
to attend the ongoing Amman conference, are symp- 
toms of the disease that plagues the Arabs’ body 
politic. 

Rivalry among Arab regimes and leaders has over 
the years led to the erosion, even paralysis, of Arab 
cooperation on every level, including that of interac- 
tion between the Arab peoples themselves. Almost 
every Arab leader is on record as having called at one 
point or another for freeing joint Arab action from 
political bickering. Vet, it seems that politics and 
Inter-Arab divisions are so strong that any prospect for 
reconciliation and new ways of cooperation does. not 
actually exist. = “ ! ' 

The victims of this division and rivalry among Arab' 
leaders is, needless to say, the Arab peoples them- 
selves, future and very existence. Continued alienation 
and strife can only damage what is left of the chances 
of any joint Arab effort that would promise a better 
future for the coming generations and create a 
meaningful mechanism to counter the growing chal- 
lenges whether economic, social or political. 

Arab citizens, especially workers, moving across 
Arab borders or working and residing in other Arab 
countries, and the ordeals and uncertainties they go 
through, are but an indication of not only how 
outdated and worn-out the contemporary Arab Order 
has become but how inhumane it is too. His Majesty 
King Hussein, in his speech to the conference yester- 
day, stressed that the “human being is the most 
important element in the process of development” and 
that “work is the way to progress.” How right he was 
to point out that these are two qualities that the Arabs 
seem to ignore at best and to suppress at worst. 

Political divisions do exist among and between 
nations, it is true, but they do not obscure their vision 
of the future. The future of Arab children and next 
generations are at stake. It cannot be forgotten or 
abandoned or left to rivals, no matter how powerful. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

ONLY TWO weeks before the resumption of the Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations in Washington, the world continues to face 
Israel's brutal measures imposed on the Palestinian population, 
represented in the closure of the occupied Arab lands, said A1 
Ra’i Arabic daily. These measures will no doubt create new 
problems before the negotiations and impede any endeavour for 
peace because they tend to prevent the Palestinians from 
attending the parley, said the paper. A keen observer of the 
developments in the region can easily notice Israel’s continued 
drive to find excuses that would prevent its negotiating team from 
resuming talks with the Arabs, it continued. Israel's expulsion of 
the Palestinians to southern Lebanon and its current escalation of 
repressive measures against the Palestinians are but recent 
examples of the Jewish state's drive to abort a peaceful 
settlement, the paper added. Israel's evil intentions are being 
backed by U.S. Secretary of State Wanen Christopher who 
recently voiced his country’s total support for Israel's stand and 
hostility towards the Arabs and Muslims, it said. This harmony 
between the Israeli and American stands vis-a-vis the Arabs and 
the peace process almost eliminate all positive elements in the 
peace process and tends to make it more difficult for the Arabs to 
attain their national and legitimate rights, the paper stressed. It 
said that the Arab parties to the peace negotiations ought to learn 
a lesson from such manoeuvres and take the appropriate attitude 
during the coming stage. 

A COLUMNIST in AI Dnstour said that reading is a nourishment 
for the mind, like food is for the body, and it is rather unadvisable 
for the government, at this stage, to raise the price of paper. 
Mohammad Kawash said the raising the customs duty on the 
imported paper by 25 per cent is like raising the price of a loaf of 
bread, a move which would not be welcome by the public at all. 
Since reading is like the bread because limited-income people 
would find it hard to buy printed matter should the paper price 
rise, he said. The writer said that in the coming stage, political 
parties are planning to publish their own newspapers and it would 
be a blow for them if they found that the paper was too expensive 
to buy. Imposing higher taxes is tantamount to attempting to stunt 
the growth of the political parties and impending the literary 
movement and the publication of books at a time when the 
Kingdom is going through a democratisation stage, the writer 
continued. If Amman is to be considered as the capital of the 
Arab culture,- said the writer, it should not try to impede such a 
move but rather facilitate writing and publishing and attract 
intellectuals from all comers of the Arab World. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


A great land, at war with itself 


EGYPT is troubled, increasingly violent, and, all in all, a rather 
sad society these days. But it is also a powerful land, more secure 
in its ancient identity than any other modem Arab country, and 
therefore capable of absorbing the pains and the frenzy of its 
current domestic troubles without necessarily collapsing or 
embracing military autocracy as other Arab countries have done. 
Egypt is extraordinary in itself, bat all the more important to 
watch today because Egypt is at war with itself. 

Almost without fanfare, in the last year Egypt has slipped into a 
cycle of domestic violence that can only be described as warfare 
between the government security forces and an Islamist-led and 
often violent opposition. When the government sends tens of 
thousands of troops at a time into poor urban neighbourhoods to 
search for its opponents, when its opponents do deep damage to 
the tourism industry that is a pillar of the economy, and when 
hundreds of people die and thousands are arrested within a period 
of months, then this is war. It is a war for control of Egypt's 
identity and its future, an old war that started around the turn of 
the century, accelerated with the Nasser and Sadat eras, and is 
reaching a new intensity today. This war will determine whether 
Egypt will be a permanent appendage to the American-led 
Captain Kangeroo Empire — laughing on cue between commer- 
cials, dancing for food, and clapping when the boss says to clap — 
or whether it will break away from its new dependence on 
Washington and respond to the needs and aspirations of its own 
people. 

Because Egypt is endowed with such a powerful social and 
national culture based on thousands of years of settled history, it 
has the means to offer the Arab World something that other Arab 
lands have not. It can provide a more attractive model for 
nationhood than the phantasy welfare materialism of the Gulf, 
the militaristic autocracy of Iraq, Algeria, Libya and others like 
them, or the free-for-all ethnic gangsterism that has occasionally 
characterised Somalia and Lebanon. It can generate the authentic 
political culture that our region has sought in vain for several 
hundred years. 

In many ways, though, Egypt has been a microcosm of the 
modem Arab penchant for neocolonial dependence and bondage. 
Its Egyptian identity is so old and strong that it can almost do 
without ttae meaning or material sustenance of broader pan-Arab 
national identity.- Its size and substance allow it to roam freely 
among assorted landscapes of national identity. In the last five 
decades, Egypt has been the only country in the world able to 
make a credible bid to lead the Arab, Islamic, African, 
Non-aligned, and Third Worlds. This massive and ancient land 
that moved to the rhythms of the seasons and the languid tempo 
of the flow of the Nile enjoys national identity, composure, and 
resilience that other modem Arab countries do not. Egypt is a 
great land, and an authentic nation. It could have been an 
inspiring Arab leader. 

All these factors, however, were largely negated by the harsh 
realities that defined Egypt in recent decades. Severe population 
pressures and economic problems at home forced it into a 
relationship of neocolonial tutelage with Washington, and coaxed 
it into its separate peace with Israel. Its early reaction to the Gulf 
crisis was the logical consequence of its policies since the death of 
President GamaJ Abdul Nasser in 1970. For several years in the 
early 1970s, hopelessly mismanaged and unwilling to offer its 
people genuine democracy, Egypt sought rescue and then refuge 
in foreign quarters. It danced with both superpowers, and 
eventually settled in Washington, dazzled by the television lights 
and the money markets. By the mid-1970s, under the leadership 
of Anwar Sadat, Egypt, was prepared ; to- serve.-, Lh$. . policy 
interests in the Middle East, in return for sufficient aid to keep the 
Egyptian people slightly'above starvation: and sufficient Western 
public attention to allow the Egyptian leadership to remain 
slightly above regional political irrelevance. After Sadat was 
assassinated by Egyptian Islamic zealots, his polities were 
continued by his successor, Hosni Mubarak. 


By the lyyus, Egypt had become worried and desperate: its 
people bad run out of food, its fanners had run out of new land 
and water sources, its university graduates had run out of job 
opportunities, its army had run out of steam, its educated and 
young people had ran out of patience, and its political leadership 
had ran out of excuses. It was symptomatic of Egypt's economic 
distress that in January 1992 the Egyptian society of physicians 
specialising in kidney diseases proclaimed a ban on kidney 
transplants from living donors that are not performed between 
relatives. Poverty was such that many people resorted to selling 
their organs for money. Among the most common recipients were 
wealthy Arabs from the Gulf states, who came' to Egypt to find 
what they needed among a people so desperate that they would 
even sell their interna] organs for the cash needed to survive. 

Such desperation also manifested itself in the political cultine. 
For two decades after the death of Nasser, the lightly veiled 
military autocracy never fully allowed the Egyptian people to 
express their real sentiments. Officially sanctioned opposition 
parties were allowed to run for office and fo publish newspapers, 
but there was never any question of the opposition gaining power. 
The most popular and credible Islamic groups were banned front 
organising political parties, and when they challenged the 
government in the streets their leaders were routinely locked up 
and harrassed. 


fettered electoral support, od, ^ ™p^fed 
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illusion, strategic convenience, and political cover. Egyp pro- 



increasingly desperate economically ana 

Egypt gave Si and the U.S. the s^re^ccon vemeiwe ofthe 
bilateral Egyptian-Isracli peace accord, whwh reduced the h keh 
hood of a new ArabJsraeli war. But neutralising Egypt only 
Sd r*£ SetigS of Arab discontent to other* grtab, 
such as Damascus and Baghdad, where wigry men soughthrst to 
achieve strategic parity with Israel, and then revenge. JjjavhiS 
made peace with Israel, Egypt made believe it ^idd influMce 
Israel diplomatically, that it could play a useful role in promoting 
further peace. But this, too, was an illusion, a phantesy / mdumi 
bv the blinding flash but the hollow substance of the U.S. 
television lights. Egypt also provided Washington ’ wth the 
political cover that U.S. policies were supported by the largest 
and most powerful Arab country — yet few people took this claim 
seriously in view of Egypt's transparent dependence on. and 

subservience to, the United States. . , 

For a tired and battered Egypt entering its fifth millennium of 
When the government sends tens Of thousands of - existence m 1990, sheer economic survival was the primordial 

troops at a time into poor urban neighbourhoods national criterion, and foreign money its key menm. PnnaplM. 

- - - history, identity, and honour were matters for another tune, in 

August 1990, faced with the irresistible vision of a cash-and-jobs 
lifeline from the Arab oil \. producers and the U.S., Egypt 
simply had no choice. It went for the money, bowed before the 
cash register, and joined the coalition 


to search for its opponents, when its opponents do 
deep damage to a tourism industry that is a pillar 
of the economy, and when hundreds of people die 
and thousands are arrested within a period of 
months, then this is war. 


The people, in turn, resigned their fate to the Nile, and to the 
wisdom of Pharoah and his modern presidential successors. These 
in turn passed it on to Washington, the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), and whoever else in Europe or the Gulf would; 
provide enough annual grants and loans to keep Egypt afloat, and 
to keep the Egyptian leadership protected from the wrath of its 
own degraded people. The daily life and fete of the Egyptian 
people had been long mortgaged to foreign benefactors. Well 
before Kuwait and the other Gulf sheikhdoms did so in 1990, 
Egypt had become a neo-protectorate, linked to a lifeline of 
support from Washington, and badly detached from its natural 
political, cultural, and economic hinterland throughout the Arab 
World. 

Seeking relief and geopolitical purpose within the U.S. orbit, 
Egypt repeated the mistakes of the Shah, Marcos, and other 
Third World leaders. It thought that national security, like its 
national budget, emanated primarily from Washington, rather 
than from the satisfaction and self-confidence of ordinary 
Egyptian men and women. Egypt did not realise that in this cold 
and materialistic world, friendship was only another mercantile 
currency in the marketplace of nations that depended on the 
gullibility of the dependent, the naive, and the doomed. It forgot 
that among nations that made deals, there were no friendships; 
only temporary partnerships of convenience; no principles, only 
brutal self-iqter^ Jt^orgq]:, what had once made it a. great land 
and an authentic^anpft,,.,:: v - or h -j?. . r;.o. 

Of all the’ Arab members of the Gulf; war’s .cash- register ; 
coalition, Egypt ended up. shgrt. on substance’, but. long on 
political glitter. It was thrown a nollow bone — cancellation of 
nearly ten billion dollars in foreign debts that it would never have 
been able to repay in any case. Cairo thought it was close and 


. Egypt’s role was dear to the West since the days when 
Mohammad Ali sent his Egyptiarutroops to protect the ruling 
power in the Arabian Peninsula 'in the early nineteenth century: it 
was to help protect Arab strategic resources and communication routes 
for the West, and in the modem era, to'do Washington's political 
legwork when required. -It performed these two functions 
obediently, and was paid handsomely for its services, at nearly 
two billion dollars per year from the United States alone. 

Egypt could have turned out very differently, had it tried — had 
it avoided its brutal dependence on the U.S., bad it allowed its 
people true democracy, and had it turned to its own natio'n&l 
identity and viability as the antidotes to imperial subjugation. As 
it was, the policy decisions of the 'early 1990s were determined by 
the legacy of Egyptian policies since the early 1970s. In August 
1990, Egypt had no real choices. When United States Central 
Command moved, Cairo shuffled along in tandem, bowing 
politely, vigorously, and frequently. Once the beacon of Arab 
nationalism in the 1950s. Cairo was the Arab front man for 
Washington in the 1990s. The neo-colonial enterprise had come 
very far m 40 years. A great land and an authentic nation had 
strayed far from its roots. Egypt joined the coalition. A great 
land, a vibrant society, and a powerful nation were demeaned by 
their own weakness, crippled by their own incompetence, and 
humiliated by their own vulnerability. 

The consequences of Egypt's modem history are now being 
played out in the streets of Cairo, Aswan, Assint and many other 
towns. This brutal and tragic war should never have happened, 
and let us hope it does not endure, and that a formidable land can 
once again return to the inspiration of its own greatness. That - 
i^yatioitdoes no t-eom e* from.- ffie "bu dgeK Washington arid; ' 

tnCGulf oil rtfffes;' but rather* from me idenfi^, composure* an a 
dignity of oWn people. . Why is such -an obvious -histories] and 

human reality so difficult for grown men and women’ to grasp? 
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Time to reappraise the Mideast peace process 


By John V. Whitbeck 

MORE THAN a year after the 
optimistic opening ceremonies in 
Madrid., the Middle East “peace 
process” remains dead in the 
water and the Shamir and Bush 
administrations which shaped its 
negotiating structures have both 
been replaced. 

This change of administrations 
provides an opportunity to recog- 
nise and rectify the fundamental 
flaw in the existing negotiating 
structures which makes genuine 
progress toward peace virtually 
impossible. 

While a comprehensive Arab- 
Israeli peace is the formal goal of 
the current “peace process”, the 
terms of reference for the Israeli- 
Palestinian bilateral talks effec- 
tively bar the Palestinian nego- 
tiators from even talking about 
peace. They may only discuss a 
restructuring of the administra- 
tion of the occupation of the West 
Bank (excluding Jerusalem) and 
the Gaza Strip for at least the 
next five years. Unless one be- 
lieves that Jordan, Lebanon or 
Syria will agree to a Camp David- 
style “separate peace” leaving 
the Palestinians out in the cold, 
one must now recognise that this 
straitjacket on the essential 
Israeli-Palestinian bilateral talks 
is pre-empting and preventing, 
rather than promoting, genuine 
progress towards peace. 

In a post-election interview 
with the newspaper Ma’ariv, for- 
mer Israeli prime minister Yit- 
zhak Sbamir stated that, if 
reelected, he would have dragged 
out the Israeli-Palestinian bilater- 
al talks for 10 years while settling 
a further half a million Israelis in 
the occupied territories, thereby 
making clear that it was never his 
intention that these talks should 
lead to agreement of any sort. 
■Hie true intentions of former 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker may never be known, 
although preventing the conven- 
ing of a U.N.-sponsored “inter- 
national conference” on Middle 
East peace, called for by the 
Security Council just before Op- 
eration Desert Storm was un- 
leashed, was almost certainly 
high on his list. 

With an exceptionally weak 
hand to play in military and poli- 
tical terms, Palestinians have al- 
ways drawn comfort from their 
confidence that international law 
is on their side. As the affair of 
the expellees in south Lebanon 
has vividly demonstrated, a 
strong position under internation- 


al law does not alone ensure even 
the slightest measure of justice. 
Still, when one has so little else, it 
is not something to be abandoned 
tightly. 

While Israel has formally 
annexed East Jerusalem and an 
arc of surrounding territory (an 
annexation recognised by no 
other state), it accepts that the 
legal status of its presence in the 
rest of the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip is that of “belligerent 
occupation”. Indeed, by not 
annexing these territories, an act 
which would necessarily raise 
questions about the rights (or 
lack of them) of those who live 
there, while insisting that it will 
never withdraw (at all under 
Likud or fully under Labour), 
Israel has, in effect, been seeking 
to create a status new to interna- 
tional law, that of “perpetual 
belligerent occupation”. 

The state of Palestine in 
international law 

It is absolutely clear that an 
occupying power cannot simul- 
taneously exercise sovereignty 
over an occupied territory. Legal- 
ly, sovereignty must reside else- 
where. Jordan renounced its 
claim to sovereigny over the West 
Bank in July 1988. While Egypt 
administered the Gaza Strip for 
19 years, it pever asserted 
sovereignty over it. Since Novem- 
ber 1988, when Palestinian state- 
hood was formally proclaimed, 
the only state asserting sovereign- 
ty over those portions of manda- 
tory Palestine which Israel con- 
quered in 1967 (aside from ex- 
panded East Jerusalem) has been 
the state of Palestine, a state 
recognised as such by 122 other 
states encompassing the vast 
majority of the world’s popula- 
tion. 

While extending diplomatic 
recognition to foreign states lies 
within the discretion of each 
sovereign state, there are, as a 
matter of international law. four 
customary criteria for sovereign 
statehood: (1) a defined territory 
over which sovereignty is not 
seriously contested by any other 
state; (2) a permanent popula- 
tion; (3) the ability and willing- 
ness of the state’s government to 
discharge international and con- 
ventional obligations; (4) effec- 
tive control over the state's terri- 
tory and population. Judged by 
these customary criteria, the state 
of Palestine is on as firm a legal 
footing as many states whose 
sovereign status is not a subject of 
public debate. 


While Israel lias never defined 
its ultimate borders, an act which 
would necessarily place limits on 
them, the state of Palestine has 
effectively done so. They encom- 
pass only that portion of historic 
Palestine occupied by Israel dur- 
ing the 1967 war. 

The permanence of Palestine's 
population is not in question. The 
state's ability and willingness to 
discharge international and con- 
ventional obligations is demons- 
trated by its establishment of 
diplomatic relations with a major- 
ity of the world’s other sovereign 
states and its efforts to obtain 
membership in international 
organisations such as the World 
Health Organisation and UN- 
ESCO, even if those efforts have 
been blocked by the U.S. 


tive control” over their alle- 
giance. 

Accordingly, as a matter of 
customary international law, if 
not yet of international power 
politics or Western public con- 
sciousness, the status of the occu- 
pied territories today is dear and 
un contested. The state of Pales- 
tine is sovereign, the state of 
Israel is the occupying power and 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242 is the internationally 
accepted basis for terminating the 
occupation. 

It is also absolutely dear that a 
territory cannot be “auton- 
omous” or “self-governing" 
under its own sovereignty. There- 
fore, if the Palestinians were to 
accept a regime of “autonomy” 
or “self-government'", the 



The weak link in the Palesti- 
nian daim to already exist as a 
state is, of course, the fourth 
criterion, "effective control’]. 
The state’s entire territory is 
under the military occupation of 
another sovereign state. (For 
seven months, Palestine and 
Kuwait had that much in com- 
mon.) Yet “effective control” is 
not purely a question of guns and 
the japacity to compel submis- 
sion by physical force. It also 
encompasses the allegiance of die 
population, what is sometimes 
termed “die general acquiescence 
of the people”. 

Few states can claim the degree 
and intensity of allegiance which 
the people of the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip manifest, day after 
.bloody day, to the state of Pales- 
tine. When Israel and Palestine 
issue conflicting instructions to 
the population, it is abundantly 
dear which state exercises "effec- 


ostensible goal of the Israeli- 
Palestinian bilateral talks, 
sovereigny would necessarily 
have to shift elsewhere — pre* 
sumbly to Israel. By agreeing to 
“■autonomy” or “self- 
government”, the Palestinians 
would be acquiescing, for the first 
time, in tne occupation and 
would, de jure, be renounring 
that existing sovereigny over 
those portions of mandatory 
Palestine where -they still consti- 
tute the overwhelming majority 
of the population. What could 
possibly induce them to do so? 

In these drcumstances, one 
may reasonably assume that, ever 
since Madrid, the Palestinians (as 
well as the Israelis) have been 
“faking it” m the “peace pro- 
cess”, concerned above all else; 
with not being blamed for the 
inevitable breakdown of those 
talks when, it comes 

One may also assume that they 


will continue to “fake it” until 
they,, like the Jordanians, 
Lebanese and Syrians, are per- 
mitted to discuss with the Israelis 
what they want to discuss — 
peace, real peace, and bow it 
could be structured to serve the 
needs and interests of both peo- 
ples. 

A compelling vision 

It is conventional wisdom that 
the specifics of Israeli-Palestinian 
peace can be discussed only after 
an atmosphere of mutual trust 
and confidence has been 
achieved. However, it should be 
evident, as a matter of pure logic, 
and simple psychology, that, as 
long as neither Israelis nor 
Palestinians believe that any solu- 
tion acceptable to both peoples 
can everr be found, the necessary 
atmosphere of mutual trust and 
confidence can never be 
achieved. As Haidar Abdul Sha- 
ft- head of the Palestinian delega- 
tion, said in Madrid, “It is the 
solution which opens the door to 
peace and not the other way 
around”. The time to think and 
talk about solutions is now_ 

If the Clinton administration is 
not content with simply sustain- 
ing the illusion of a “peace pro- 
cess" and the appearance of 
doing something, if it believes (as 
previous American administra- 
tions may not have) that peace 
actually is achievable and if it is 
willing to stop “faking itl’ and do 
what is necessary to achieve 
peace, it should also seriously 
consider whether it would not be 
easier to reach an agreement by 
removing the Israeli straitjacket 
and encouraging Israelis and 
Palestinians to talk now about 
how a definitive, durable and 
mutually advantageous peace 
could be structured than by leav- 
ing them to haggle interminably 
over “interim measures” — that 
is, starting together down a road 
to God only knows where, be- 
rause, under the current terms of 
reference, the parties are not 
even allowed to talk about where 
the road leads and each fears the 
-worst. 

Sharing the. Holy Land is not a 
zero-sum game in which any de- 
velopment advantageous to one 
side must be disadvantageous to 
the other. One can envisage a 
society in which, by separating 
political and voting rights from 
economic, social and residential 
H™ settlement, 

both the legitimate national 
aspirations of Palestinians and 
“jerest of Israelis 
could be simultaneously satis- 


fied. 

While implementation of a 
framework for peace would be 
relatively simple, its acceptance 
would require a moral, spiritual 
and psychological transformation 
from both Israelis and Palesti- 
nians. Yet, given the decades of 
hatred, bitterness and distrust, 
any settlement would require 
such a transformation. 

Precisely because such a trans- 
formation would be so difficult, it 
is far more likely to be achieved if 
both peoples can be inspired by a 
truly compelling vision of a new p 
society of peaceful coexistence, ’ 
mutual respect and human digni- 
ty. in which both peoples are 
winners, than if they are left to 
contemplate painful programmes 
for a new partition and an angry 
separation in which both peoples 
must regard themselves, to a con- 
siderable degree, as admitting de- 
feat. 

Israelis, Palestinians and the 
true friends of both must - now 
raise their sights beyond mere 
' interim measures” and pursue a 
compelling vision of a society sO 
much better than the status quo 
that both Israelis and Palestinians 
are inspired to accept in their 
hearts and minds that is* 

both desirable and attainable, 
that the land can be shared, that tf 
winfler-take-all approach .pro- 
duces only losers, that both 
Israelis and Palestinians jptisl.be 
■ winners or both will continue to 
be losers, and that there- is a 
common destination ‘ at which 
bodi peoples would be satisfied to 
arnye and to live together. * 

Given the huge imbalance be- 
tween Israel and Palestine' ■ in 
terms of military strength and 
power politics, the immediate 
practical challenge for all who are 
seriously interested in peace must 
to find a structure for the 
Palestinian state and its .reft' 
tionship with Israel whfch wtnft 
meeting at least the minimum 
material and psychological afr 
quirements of the Palestinian!, 
stui permits a majority of Israelis 
t° perceive such a state, as so 
structured, as enhancing theft' 
®®9unty and the quality of their 
, tha t they can recognise 
“wt « is in their own self-interest 
to accept Palestine's right to exist 
^peaceful coexistence with 

ot ^^unimaginable on arty] 
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Family’s long struggle 
for justice in Kuwait 
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4*» 3 | SANTA . CRUZ - Three days 

* J Kuwait was liberated, a man 
- ‘Ociii^!^, * i believed to be a resistance fighter 
[ came to Naimat Farhat’s home. 
What .the war hadn’t done, he 
would... 

. At gunpoint, Ms. Farhat ’s 
brother was forced to hogtie their 
father and, in tarn, she was 
ordered to tie up. her brother. 
The man then beat, raped and 
shot her. As he left, he shot to 
death both men." 

“I heard the sound of the bullet 
and the scream of my dad, and 
the sound of the bullet and the 
scream of my brother,” she said. 

Regaining consciousness later, 
U I found myself in a bloody 
pool," she said. "I tried to stand 
up and could not." 

Ms. Farhat, 33, wants others to 
know what happened on March 
2, 1991, three days after Presi- 
dent George Bush declared 
Kuwait liberated and suspended 
offensive operations agains t Iraq. 

Human rights groups have 
criticised Kuwait for allowing 
armed forces, many apparently 
connected to the Kuwaiti resist- 
ance and security groups, to carry 
out hundreds of reprisals after the 
Gulf war. 
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"~On. Monday, the New York- 
based Lawyers Committee for 
Human Rights was scheduled to 
issue a 56- page report on a fact- 
finding trip to Kuwait. In a draft 
obtained by the Associated Press, 
the Farhat case is cited as an 
example of atrocities committed 
by Kuwaiti security forces under 
martial law. 

The Farhats, most of whom are 
Lebanese, insist they never col- 
laborated with the Iraqis. Their 
father, an official, of the Kuwaiti 
Interior Ministry's criminal divi- 
sion, was tortured by the Iraqis 
and another brother helped the 
resistance by blowing up Iraqi 
military, vehicles, they said. 

For Ms. Farhat and her brother 
Naim, a U.S. citizen, it is a slow, 
frustrating battle to bring the 
killer of Ismael and Ossama 
Farhat to justice. 

■ “The Kuwaitis, they were vic- 
tims. But after the liberation, 
they became criminals." said Ms. 
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Farhat, wfao now has a plate in 
her skull" and is partially para- 
lysed on her right side. 

The family wants the attacker 
to be tried and the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment to compensate MS- 
Farbat for her suffering. The 
Fajfaats said they have repeatedly 
asked the Kuwaiti government to 
investigate, but it has offered no 
public accounting of its work on 
the case or any others. • 

Kuwaiti officials in Washington 
did not return phone calls. In a 
January letter to a human rights 
group. Kuwait's ambassador to 
Washington, Sand Nasir A! 
Sabah, said key information that 
would help in any investigation 
may have been lost in the chaos 
after the Iraqis were driven out. 

'‘The state of Kuwait obviously 
has a strong interest in the 
apprehension and punishment of 
murderers and rapists," he wrote: 
Bnt he added that Ms. Farhat’s 
absence from Kuwait was' a “ma- 
jor impediment to an effective 
investigation.” 

Amnesty International and 
Middle East Watch have investi- 
gated, and the Farhats have 
sought help from the New York- 
based Centre for Constitutional 
Rights and the U.N. Commission 
on Homan Rights. 

The U.S. ambassador in 
Kuwait. Edward W. Gnebm, 
wrote the Farhats as recently as 
March 3, saying he continues to 
closely follow Kuwait's investiga- 
tion. 

The report written by the 
Lawyers Committee for Human 
Rights rites the Farhats' case as 
“representative of the way 
(Kuwait) has tended to bury 
rather than address cases in which 
members of the security forces 
are implicated in human rights 
violations that occurred in the 
immediate aftermath of libera- 
tion." 

Neil Hicks, Middle East prog- 
ramme coordinator for the 
Lawyers Committee for Human 
Rights, said Kuwait recently 
promised to provide information 
on prosecutions. Bin he thinks it 
may be a delaying tactic. 

. Nadim Farhat, who took part 
in the Kuwaiti resistance, has 
.vowed to stay in' Kuwait until he 
gets- justice. "They have to take 
responsibility,” he said. 
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you move to a new position to 
serve as my advisor, enjoying 
L my absolute confidence," the 
• King said. 

“Following the handing over 
of the standard to your col- 
league who enjoys trust and in 
whom I take pride, you will be 
working directly and closely 
p with me so that I can delegate 
tri you to carry out tasks at the 
*0 "- ; 

no 


'-'domestic and /tttigfoal fronts,” 
the King added. : 

“I am pleased hereby to 
confer upon you the A1 Kaw- 
kab Medal of the First Order,” 
he said. 

The King visited tjie Air- 
force Headquarters where he 
met with Gen. Shurdum, his 
successor Brigadier Awiii Bilal 
and other senior officers. He 
wished Brig. Bilal success in 
bis. duty. 


Yeltsin launches referendum campaign 

(Continued from page. 1) 
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^included are millions more to 
convert government-owned en- 
terprises to private companies. 
Other democracies have a 
>j “high duty” to provide assist- 
ti ranee, Mr. Qiuton said Sunday at 
c ya wrap-up news conference while 
'irJJk: Yeltsin looked on approving- 
ly. 


.. n . The Russian president said he 
r:\and Mr. Clinton were “partners 
o? and future allies" as he accepted 
u'the U.S. assistance, called for an 
ijtiend to restrictive U.S. trade laws, 
^a.then flew home to campaign for 
..rSupport in the referendum. 

Mr. Christopher said he was 
~ confident Mr. Yeltsin would pre- 
^^jvail in the 1 referendum. 

\, r “There's, nobody who could 
~ ..really replace him at the present 
p itime," Mr. Christopher said. But 
jin. r- u^he then" added that the adminis- 
; ' ;S ' ' .,{ ,i sJ^’ ^..tration was looking "at Ins whole 
' x ^ ,h,- ?.,team, people like (Foreign Minis-* 

.. : .ter Andrei (Ko^rrev and (Fi- 
nance Minister Boris) Fyodorov. 
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.;iThey’re part of a younger genera- 
1 ..tioo: They’re all young but the’re 
.-’very able.”. 

Former Secretary of State 
-^-Lawrence. Eagleburger said the 

United States must “face the fact 
tj^t, he (Yeltsin) may be in very 
■. serious trouble. " 


other — a young American presi- 
dent and a democratically elected 
leader of Russia dwelling largely 
on economic issues. “A new 
democratic partnership,” Mr. 
Clinton called it. 

The U.S. cash offer and prom- 
ise of more aid to bolster demo- 
cratic reform in- Russia failed to 
cheer up disgruntled Muscovites. 

Cynical Russians have beard 
too often that the country will 
receive massive Western aid to 
believe now that the cheque is 
real until it has been cashed. 

The cash is equal to about S10 
for every Russian, financing new 
grain sales, grants for humanita- 
rian, democratic and arms control 
projects, and credits for trade and 
investment. 

Citizens, grappling with the 
hardship of daily life in economic 
turmoil, say ordinary people, re- 
moved from the private business 
sector, usually do not benefit. 

“It would be good if one-IOth 
of what we are promised is actual- 
ly given to Russia,” said 40-year- 
old economist Galina Mironova 
interviewed on a central Moscow 
street. 

Leading industrial nations 
promised Russia $24 bilfio&m aid 
for reform last year. Very little .of 
it trickled through. 

“It's the same as it was in the 


. .. Mr. EagTeburger, . who guided past when billions were Phrased 
' foreign policy during the final to (ex-Soviet leader Mikhail) 
.- immths 5. the Bush administra- Gorbachev, ^n^ing hap- 
■ ; tion, told ABC Television that if pened, Mr. Mironova added. 

► Mr. Yeltsin fails “the United Few Russians relish the idea of 
-"States will - have to pay a lot their leaders, who once control- 

higher price in the yean to led a su P e ^ w ' r ^ om 8 “ “Pft 

-. come,” - ■ cants to the West, asking nen 

- It was ' a summit unlike any foreign nations to keep promises. 
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Sudanese rebels unite, call for ceasefire 


NAIROBI (R) — Three southern 
Sudanese rebel factions said 
-Monday they had reunited to. 
form a new front and immediate- 
ly declared a unilateral ceasefire 
in one of Africa's longest-running 
civil wan. 

Leaders of the breakaway 
Nasir, Nyuon and Kwanyin fac-, 
lions of the southern-based 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) said they were ready to. 
hold peace talks with the Islamic 
fundamentalist government in 
Khartoum. 

But the unity move, announced 
after a week of talks by the three 
factions, was condemned as “a 
hoax" in a statement by the main- 
stream SPLA, led by its founding 
father John Garang, which has 
branded them as collaborators 
with Khartoum. 

“Our meeting agreed on -the 
structure and composition of the 
interim leadership of the united 
SPLA,” said a statement read at 
a Nairobi news conference by a 


spokesman of the three groups. 

“We are glad to announce to 
aii the southerners... that our 
unity is now a reality.” 

The SPLA was formed in 1983 
to fight what the Christian and 
animist south says is domination 
by the Muslim, Arabised north. 

The united SPLA would be 
headed by Colonel Garang’s for- 
mer top aide Riak Machar, who 
led the first SPLA split in August 
1991 to form what became known 
as the Nasir Faction, the state- 
ment said. 

Kerubino Kwanyin Bol, a 
founding member of the SPLA in 
1983 who was detained by Col. 
Garang for 10 years before he 
escaped in January this year, was 
named as first vice-chairman. 

Mr. Kwanyin told journalists: 
“We are willing to reconcile with 
Garang but only through demo- 
cratic means. Let him come and 
be tested by the people’s vote. 
Otherwise we are unwilling to 
accept an unpopular leader.” 


Other signatories to the unity 
pact included Wiliam Nyoun, 
who rebelled in September 1992. 
“This is the real SPLA. It has the 
people’s voice," Mr. Nyoun told 
reporters. 

Political analysts in Nairobi 
said the unity move had further 
weakened Col. Garang but added 
it was not the end of the road for 
tiie U.S.-educated Dinka tribes- 
man, whose group remained by 
far the most well-armed and sup- 
ported internationally. 

The new group said it had 
joined a ceasefire announced last 
week by Col-* Garang and the 
Sudanese government and would 
attend peace talks in Abuja. 
Nigeria, when they resume in 
June. 

“A unilateral ceasefire takes 
effect immediately. The forces of 
the united SPLA shall refrain 
from taking part in offensive 
military operations except in the 
exercise of the legitimate right of 
self-defence," the statement said. 


Col. Garang was the first to call 
a ceasefire two weeks ago to 
provide what he called a condu- 
cive atmosphere for the June 
peace talks and a goodwill ges- 
ture during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan to his opponents in 
Khartoum. 

Khartoum reciprocated by de- 
claring its own ceasefire. The 
peace overtures had sidelined the 
three breakaway factions and 
forced them into unity talks, 
analysts said. 

Col. Garang was invited to the 
talks but refused to attend, the 
new group said. He accused them 
of secretly collaborating with the 
fundamentalist government in 
Khartoum to undermine him. 

Peaee talks under Nigerian 
mediation started last year but 
were suspended until Col. 
Garang met Khartoum repre- 
sentatives in Uganda in February 
and agreed to a resumption — 
provided he alone spoke for the 
rebel movement. 


King calls for new Arab thinking 


(Continued from page 1) 

the need to increase production, 
explaining that this will result in 
economic prosperity and political 
security. 

The goal of this conference, 
according to Mr. Hadi, should be 
to “reduce any impediments to 
Arab cooperation” and to focus 
on capital and labour exchange. ' 

This conference should “turn 
over a new leaf’ and “restructure 
‘the Arab house,” said Arab 
Labour Organisation (ALO) 
Secretary-General Baker Rasoul. 
He said he hoped the conference 
would “consolidate the goals and 
common destiny of Arabs." 

Mr. Rasoul, an Iraqi, said: 
“The fact that the conference is 
held in Jordan, for the second 
time, is of great significance” 
especially since it is near the Holy 
Land. He saluted the “children of 
wrath” — the children of Pales- 
tine — for their resistance against 
the Israeli occupiers. 

Also addressing the gathering 
was Michel Hansen, director- 
general of the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO), a 
U.N. agency. 

Mr. Hansen discussed the pro- 
jects of the ILO in the Arab 
World, emphasising the import- 


velopment.” submined by Mr. 
Rasoul. 

The paper discussed the status 
of women throughout history at 
the international, regional, and 
national levels. He reviewed in- 
ternational charters calling for 
ending all forms of discrimination 
against women and underlined 
the importance of their contribu- 
tions to society. 

Mr. Rasoul spoke of boosting 
the contribution of women to 
economic development taking 
into consideration the difficulties 
facing them as homekeepers. 

Following are major excerpts 
from the King's address at the 
opening session: 

“The Arab strategy of employ- 
ment, manpower integration, training 
and employing the handicapped, 
trade union liberties in the Arab' 
World and the environment of work, 
occupational safety and health as well 
as other topics which you have 
adopted as the main basis for your 
conference are still bask issues in one 
part or another of the Arab World. 
We in Jordan have always been keen 
on the process of coordination, plan- 
ning and organisation not only at the 
national level but also at the Arab 
and international levels. 

“This was mainly due to our con- 
viction that progress could only be 
achieved through joint Arab action 
and the world community at large, 
and that any genuine renaissance 


to be, with its brothers, a starting 
point for a comprehensive Arab re- 
naissance. It aims to achieve the Arab 
Nation's historical goals of freedom, 
independence and unity for which our 
fathers and grandfathers fought after 
declaring the Great Arab Revolt. 

“The Jordanian Constitution, 
drawn up 40 years ago. sets forth the 
values and meanings of labour and 
protects the rights of workers on just 
and clear bases. Article 23 of the 
Constitution protects the right of all 
citizens to work and stipulates that 
the country should provide employ- 
ment for all Jordanians through 
directing and developing the eco- 
nomy. The Constitution also states 
the importance of protecting labour 
and establishes legislation which 
guarantees the worker's right to re- 
ceive a wage that suits the labour, 
specifying weekly working hours, 
guaranteeing the payment of wages, 
the enjoyment of holidays, and pro- 
viding for suitable compensation in 
cases of those who lose jobs, become 
ill or suffer disability and work in- 
juries. 

“The so-called Gulf crisis, which 
we sought to prevent, left various 
adverse effects on our region. It left 
deep wounds, cracks and feuds 
among brethren. We in Jordan have 
suffered most after Kuwait and Iraq 
from the consequences of the Gulf 
crisis, which affected all aspects of 
life, socially, politically and economi- 
cally. We had to receive human waves 
of immigrants and returnees and pro- 
vide them with means of dignified life 
and suitable job opportunities. This 
in turn doubled the extent of the 


many others have wavered. 

“At a time where groups of 
homogeneous and sometimes het- 
rogeneous countries work hard to 
forge new forms of cooperation or 
association for their interest in this 
chaotic time, we are still closer to 
feud and division. It is also deplorable 
chat hunger, illiteracy and diseases 
are still rampant in some parts of our 
greater Arab World. 

“Let's rise to bring about collective 
Arab action and closely review the 
ongoing phase and the besetting chal- 
lenges. Let openness, frankness and 
brotherhood mark Arab political 
thinking so that the entire nation 
could shift to a live and concerted 
edifice, able to protect its liberty, 
secure its land, peoples, waters, food 
and medicine and to stand up and 
liberate its occupied territories, fore- 
most of which is Jerusalem, and 
enable the Palestinian people to have 
their national rights, mainly the right 
to determine their future on their 
national soil." 
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Syria ready for ‘full peace’ — Mubarak 


(Continued from page 1) 


Bank and Gaza Strip — home to 
about two million Palestinians 
Gen. Saguy said experience and where 100,000 Jewish settlers 
showed Syria stood by its agree- five — the Golan Heights are 
ments, citing the calm on the thinly populated with only about 
Israeli-Syrian border since a dis- 15,000 Jewish settlci* and 18.000 
armament agreement after their Druze Arabs. 

1973 war. Golan settlers have mounted 3 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres campaign against any withdrawal, 
has said Israel will have to decide A poll published Monday in the 
the fate fo the Heights by mid- newspaper Maariv showed 63 per 
year. cent of Israelis would not accept a 

Unlike the occupied West total return of the Golan. 

Palestinians fear fragmentation 

(Continued from page I) 


political issue, it is the heart and 
soul of Israel and the Jewish 
people,” a senior Israeli official 
said. 

“The fact that Jerusalem 
should be united under Israeli 
sovereignty is one of the few 
principles on which there is a 
total consensus in Israel." 

From Israel’s point of view, 
part of the aim of closing the 
occupied territories is to begin a 
permanent separation of Israelis 
and Palestinians. 

“Even after the closure ... the 
previous status quo will not be 
restored,” Energy Minister 
Amnon Rubinstein said after the 
cabinet discussed steps to reduce 


the number of Palestinians 
working in Israel, normally about 
100 . 000 . 

“There will be other measures 
in order to start a gradual separa- 
tion between Israel and the 
(occupied) territories in the 
labour market,” Mr. Rubinsrein 
promised. 

A ministerial committee will 
plan ways of encouraging more 
Israelis to do jobs done by 
Palestinians on construction sites 
and farms, a cabinet 1 statement 
said after Sunday's weekly ses- 
sion. 

“The goal is to bring about 
such that workers from the (occu- 
pied) territories won’t come 
here," Health Minister Haim 
Ramon said. 


Palestinians defer decision on talks 

(Continued from page 1) 


previous deportees, an Israeli 
government commitment to not 
resort to deportations in the fu- 
ture. and other issues related to the 
Palestinian human rights.” it 
added. 

The PLO backs implementa- 
tion of U.N. Resolution 799. 
which demands that Israel take 
back the expellees. 

“The Palestinian leadership 
reaffirms that reaching concrete 
and effective solutions to these 


issues, with guaranteed commit- 
ment and implementation, (wtlll 
remove obstacles and assure the 
restart of the peace process on 
the right track.” the statement 
added. 

The PLO leadership said it also 
discussed the latest Israeli crack- 
down on the Palestinians of the 
occupied territories, and urged 
“international intervention to 1 
protect the Palestinians who re-j 
sist with courage,” the Israeli! 
occupiers. 
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“We at the ILO are mostly 
happy” with the working paper 
regarding “working Arab 
women.” which was later discus- 
sed at the conference, he said. 
The ILO. he said, attaches major 
significance to the role of women 
in society and in economic de- 
velopment. 

After the opening session, held 
at die Palace of Culture, the 
conference got down to discus- 
sing their first working paper, on 
“Arab Working Women and De- 


Therefore we have been convinced in 
Jordan that work is our means to- 
wards development and prosperity 
and overcoming difficulties. By focus- 
ing on preparing, training and qual- 
ifying the individual for work and life 
— since the individual is the most 
important element in the develop- 
ment process — we were able to 
achieve a land of balance and self- 
sufficiency in some of the basic needs, 
which guarantee for our country the 
ability to develop both economically 
and socially. 

“This ability would qualify Jordan 


revolt, where people and not indi- 
viduals will have the right to express 
their opinions and where the nation 
would have its own democratic sys- 
tem based on freedom, tolerance and 
justice. 

“To Jordan, we started our march 
with this dearcut perspective and 
probably when you return to your 
home countries you will carry with 
you your impressions of Jordan’s 
democratic experiment. 

“On this sacred land we stand for 
right, and advocate freedom against 
all chains which may infringe its 
dignity. We remain committed to 
(liberating) Muslim Jerusalem even if 



£ 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


T% PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

TEL. 60*676 604696 






3 


B CROWN Dm EST. ■ 
i Packing, shipping 1 
5 Forwarding, storage 1 
| worldwide Removals 1 
Air, Sea and Land 




iu cornu raontfsincB 
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IN JORDAN^. 

4-Kais Dryctean. 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Shoes repair * Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

<r Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
826163 
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Professional Quality m 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour Film 
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• JUMBO photo 
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* Free enlarge* 
me r it 20 x 30 cm 
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4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further 
please call: 


details, 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 
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Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
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Chinese chefs 
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lunch & dinner 
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Skated Chinese Chefs 
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' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v h:30 - Midnight . 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabat Amman, near 
Ahlrvyah Girls School 

Taka away is iwllabh 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room. 
"Satellite T.V. Reception' 
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Live Music 
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Michigan face N. Carolina 
in NCAA final 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Michigan camp up with the effort 
everyone was waiting for, ending Kentucky's domination of the 
NCAA tournament to reach the championsip game for the second 
straight year. 

The 81-7S overtime victory over Kentucky Saturday was as exciting 
as expected, but it was played at a much slower pace. Instead of a 
wild -up-and-down transition game, it was one of great defence, with 
no play better than Chris WebbeT's with four seconds left. 

Webber, who had 27 points and 13 rebounds, gave the Wolverines 
(31-4) the lead for good on a layup after a spin move with 41 seconds 
left. Jalen Rose added two free throws for Michigan 20 seconds later. 

They will meet North Carolina for the title. The Tar Heels, who 
are .crying to give coach Dean Smith his second championship in nine 
final fours, advanced Saturday with a 78-68 victory over Kansas. 

The American Centre in Amman will be showing the NCAA final on 
large screen video at the Centre’s auditorium in the American 
Embassy in Abdonn, Toe. at 6:30 p.m. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lineker makes winning debut in Japan 

TOKYO (R) — Former England soccer captain Gary Lineker 
foiled to score on his debut in Japan but helped his club to a 2-1 
victory over Shimizu S-Pulse in a pre-season friendly ahead of 
Japan's new professional league. Lineker was playing for Gram- 
pus Eight of Nagoya for the first time in Japan since he joined 
them in March, in a match on Sunday in Matsuyama, West Japan. 
The 32-year-old Lineker is one of several famous foreign players, 
including Zico of Barzil, who are playing in the new 10-team 
League which kicks off in mid-May. Lineker had previously 
played for Grampus Eight in friendlies outside Japan. 

Pele praises U.S. organisation 

MILAN (AP) — Retired soccer star Pele praised American 
planning for the 1994 World Cup and said he was certain of great 
success in the championship final rounds in the United States. 
“It's a perfect organisation. All stadiums are already prepared 
one year prior to the finals,'’ Pele said Sunday, as he travelled to 
Italy to unveil the World Championships for Soccer Veterans. 
Pele, considered one of the best soccer players ever, picked Italy, 
Germany, Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay as the favourite teams 
in the 1994 World Cup. 

Salvador shock Mexico in World Cup qualifier 

SAN SALVADOR (R) — El Salvador stunned Mexico with a 
surprise 2-1 win in their World Cup Concacaf qualifier Sunday. 
An opportunist 77th minute goal by substitute William Render- 
os gave the hosts victory. Mexico, technically superior, dominated 
midfield for most of the game and looked threatening time and 
again. Meanwhile Cesar Obando socred on a penalty kick after a 
controversial foul call with two minutes remaining, giving 
Honduras a 2-2 draw with Canada Sunday in a Concacaf World 
Cup qualifying match. 

Mansell returns home after accident 

PHOENIX (R) — Nigel Mansell flew back to his home in Florida 
Sunday morning after an overnight stay in hospital following his 
3 00 kph crash Saturday. Mansell, who suffered concussion and a 
badly bruised shoulder when he lost control of his Newman-Haas 
Lola-Ford in practice for# .the Valyqline 200 Indy car race, was 
expected to spend at least a week convalescing, said team . 
spokesman Michael Knight. “Nigel' has been released from 
hospital and has flown irt'his privately-hired plane back to his 
home in Clearwater, Florida." he said. 

Karpov, Tinman to contest official chess final 

ZURICH (R) — Two beaten challengers have agreed to play off 
for the official World Chess title, replacing banned reigning 
champion Gairy Kasparov and finalist Nigel Short, the World 
Chess Association FIDE said. FIDE withdrew its recognition 
from Kasparov and Short after they derided to stage their final 
outside its auspices in a bid to boost the prize fund and take 
control of professional chess. 

Andretti returns to winner’s circle 

.PHOENIX (AP) — Mario Andretti became the oldest man ever 
to win an Indycar race, taking advantage of some wall-banging by 
other drivers to come up with his first victory in nearly five years 
in Sunday's Valvoline 200 at Phoenix International Raceway. 
Andretti, 53, took the checkered flag for the first time since a 
victory in Cleveland in July I9S8 and became the first driver to 
win races in four decades. TThe previous oldest Indycar winner was 
Johnny Rutherford, who was 48 when he won the 1986 Michigan 
500. 

Racer falls 200 metres to his death 

VALDEZ (AP) — Organisers of the World Extreme Skiing 
‘ Championships said that a racer plunged to his death while 
attempting to ski Odyssey Mountain. State police identified the 
victim as William E. Madsen, 28, of the United States. He was 
dead on arrival at Valdez Community Hospital. He fell 700 to 
1,000 feet (200-300 metres) after the snow on which he was 
standing gave way. Madsen was waiting for his turn to race at the 
time. Racers tackle steep slopes for the championship title. Skiers 
at Odyssey Mountain descend 1,600 feet (490 metres) at an 
average slope of 45 degrees. The ski event has attracted 
nationwide interest since it was first organised three years ago. 
Smith said it was the event's first fatality. 
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SAFE AT HOME 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

* 8 7 6 2 

9 A 

0AKQ62 

* Q 7 3 

WEST EAST 

6 10 6 4 3 * Q 

<?KQJ9 787642 
098 0873 

4X62 4.110 88 

NORTH 
4AKJ9 
910 6 3 
0 JI0 4 
OA84 
The bidding-- 

North Bast forth Wort 
1 0 Pass 1 * 

3 4 Pass 4 * F «» 
40 Pass 40 Pa» 

5 9 Pas* 64 
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rather optimistic slam which im- ; 
proved when West selected the king 
of heart* for the opening sahro. 

Declarer won the first trick in 
dummy, led a trump and broke into 
a smile when East produced the 
queen. After ruffing a heart, the 
smile did not fade when East foiled 
to follow to the second round of 
trumps. The Russian quickly 
trumped his low heart, then turned 
his attention to diamonds. West 
ruffed the third diamond and led 
another heart With no entry to the 
table, declarer had to concede a dub 
and was lucky to escape for down 
only one. 

Tinkinov had once again teamed 
the truth of the maxim "speed kSb." 
Had he taken some time when East 
produced the queen of trumps at 
trick two, he might have uncovered 
the winning line. 

Suppose East's queen of trumps 
was allowed to hold the trick! The 
best East can do Is return a dub. 
Declarer rises with the ace, raffs a 
heart, cornea to hand with the jack 
of diamonds to ruff the remaining 
heart, and then draws all the crut- 
standing trumps- Now declarer can 
iud the diamonds and and up with 

three trump tricks, one heart, two 
heart raffr, five diam o n d s and a 
ehib —12 in all. 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 

Adams takes Arsenal 
to Wembley again 


LONDON (R) —1 Arsenal set 
uyp a double Wembley date with 
Sbffield Wednesday 'with a 1-0 
F.A. Cup semifinal victory over 
arch-rivals Tottenham Hostspur 
Sunday. 

A headed goal 11 minutes from 
time by skipper Tony Adams was 
enough to Earn Arsenal a return 
trip to the famous stadium for the 
second of two up finals inside the 
next six weeks, both against 
Wednesday. 

Already booked to meet in the 
League Cup final later this 
month, the pair will now also line 
up again on May 15 in the show- 
piece match of the English sea- 
son. 

Arsenal did it the hard way, 
finishing the match with 10 men 
after England defender Lee Dix- 
on was sent off for a late tackle. 
There were six other bookings in 
a fast and furious encounter 
which had initially been domin- 
ated by Spurs. 

But Adams's leap at the far 
post to send Paul Merson's free- 
kick past Eric Thorstvedt proved 
the decisive moment, giving 
Arsenal fans a chance to forget 
their disappointment at the same 
two years ago. 

Spurs won that semifinal 3-1 
after a spectacular free-kick from 
Paul Gascoigne had put them on 
their way. This time, with Gas- 
coigne and Gary Lineker no lon- 
ger at the dub, they could find 
no-one to supply a similar inspir- 
ational final touch. 

Compared with the all- 
Sheffield clash the previous day, 
there was less space for both sets 
of players as they fought out the 
unofficial championship of North 
London in front of 76,000 tayped- 
up supporters. 

Spurs enjoyed much the better 
of the first half, with Darren 
Andtf rton and Teddy Sberingham 
a constant threat up front. 

SchiDari socres twice as inter 
moves closer to AC Milan: Salv- 
atore Schillari socred twice Sun- 
day to lead Intern azitionale to a 
3-1 victory over Sampdoria of 
Genoa and move it a little closer 
to Italian league and cross-town 


rival AC Milan. 

The victory improved Inter’s 
slim chances of overtaking the 
red and black, pulling it within 
seven points with eight matches 
remaining. 

After an unbeaten string of 58 
league games, the seemingly 
once-invincible AC Milan has 
slipped in recent weeks, induding 
losses in tire League and Italian 
Cup semifinals. With its 2-2 draw 
Saturday with Napoli, AC Milan 
has seen its lead cut by four 
points in three weeks. 

In other games Sunday, Bres- 
cia drew with Ancona 1-1; As 
Roma drew with Fiorentina 1-1; 
and Torino drew 1-1 with Lazio. 

Besides Milan's draw, Parma 
beat Pescara 2r0 Saturday and 
Udinese drew with J liven tus 0-0. 

Bayern lose grip: German, 
coaches Erich Ribbeck and 
Christoph Damn have each pre- 
scribed hard work as the cure for 
their side’s increasing ills in the 
Bundesliga. 

Bayern Munich’s Ribbeck and 
VFB Stuttgart's Damn have both 
seen their team suffer unexpected 
hardship in one of the most open 
German championships for years. 

It was only just over a week 
ago that Bayern Munich were 
four points ahead of the rest of 
the field and looked to be head- 
ing confidently towards a record 
13th championship. 

But,* having been unbeaten 
away from home all season, 
Bayern’s lead has melted away 
following defeats at Hamburg last 
weekend and at relegation- 
threatened Watte nsebeid Friday. 
They now only lead second- 
placed Werder Bremen on a high- 
er goals tally. Stuttgart, mean- 
while, seem to have lost their 
nerve completley since they were 
knocked out of the European 
Cup when Damn sent too many 
foreign players onto the pitch 
against Leeds last September. 
VFB lost the UEFA-ordered re- 
play. 

Maradona fuming after dope test: 
Diego Maradona, who has been 
keeping an unusally Low profile at 


Graf claims 71st title 


HILTON HEAD, South Caroli- 
na (Agencies) — Steffi Graf 
claimed her 71st career title Sun- 
day in the same tournament 
where she notched her first when 
the top-seeded German beat 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 7-6 6-1 
to win the S750,000 Family Circle 
Cup. 

Graf shook off the effects of a 
knee injury to take the tense, 
first-set tie-break 10-8, and 
cruised through the second set on 
the same clay court where she 
beat Chris Evert for her first 
professional title in 1986. 

“Obviously, the first one being 
the first tournament I ever won 
and against Chris, will stand out 
always," said Graf, who earned 
$150,000 for beating the second- 
seeded Spaniard in one hour and 
34 minuters. 

“This one means a lot to me, 
too," she said. 

But this one was nearly another 

Peanuts 


title for Sanchez, who has dashed 
with Graf in the final of tire last 
three tournament they have play- 
ed. They split the first two. 

The Spaniard, who will become 
number three in the world when 
the new rankings are released 
twice failed to hold serve when 
going for the first set : — at 5-4 and 
6-5. 

It was during the 12th game 
that Graf twisted her left knee. 
But Sanchez committed a series 
of errors, including a double 
fault, that allowed the hobbled 
German to force the tie-break. 

“I was running for one shot to 
the backhand and I twisted it a 
little bit," Graf said. “In the 
tie-break it started to hurt very 
much." 

Trainer Kathleen Stroia wrap- 
ped Grafs knee during an injury 
time-out after the tie-break that 
featured seven mini-breaks. San- 
chez saved three set points in the 




Arsenal’s captain Tony Adams (for left) is congratulated by team- 
mates (left to right) Kevin Campbell, Andy IJnwpn and Ian Wright, 
after he scored his team’s winning goal in the FA Cop semifinal (AFP 
photo) 


his Spanish dub Sevilla, issued 
death threats to fans after crowd 
abuse and a drug test angered 
him at the weekend. 

Maradona, outraged by spec- 
tators who shouted insults about 
his wife and children, said: “If 
anyone touches my family then 
they will die, and I’m telling the 
truth." 

The Argentine, who stormed 
out of Sunday's post-match news 
conference, also accused author- 
ities of picking on him after last 
week’s revelations that an un- 
named Roma player tested posi- 
tive for drugs after a recent Ita- 
lian League match. 

Maradona was filming after 
undergoing a routine dope test 
after his side's 1-0 defeat against 
Oviedo, and claimed: “After ev- 
erything that happened last week, 
it wasn't chance that I bad to have 
a test.” 

An injury to key striker 
Michaei Laudrup took tire doss 
off Barcelona’s weekend victory 
which kept them on course for a 
second successive Spanish 
League title. 

The comfortable 3-0 win over 
lowly Logrones kept Barcelona 
two points dear of championship 


rivals Real Madrid and a further 
point ahead of Deportivo Coru- 
na, but left coach Johan Cruyff 
more worried than pleased. 

CryufE wfl be without the Dan- 
ish striker for at least 10 days 
after be suffered a leg injury after 
just 20 minutes of Sunday's 
match, and bis absence was 
obviously a major concern to the 
Dutchman. 

“I hope, because. I'm an etner- 
□al optimist, that he will be back 
in time for next weekend,” 
Cryuff told journalists. 

Real Madrid enjoyed an even 
more emphatic victory, beating 
Real Zaragoza 4-0, but the heal- 
thy scoreline failed to impress 
manager Benito Flora or the 
Madrid fans who booed their 
team for unimaginative play. 

With 10 games remaining, one- 
time leaders Deportivo are still 
dinging on to the coat tails of tire 
big two after an injury-time goal 
secured a 1-0 victory over Sport- 
ing Gijon. 

One man who was happy was 
Jose Luis Zalazar, Albacete’s 
Uruguayan midfielder, who 
scored a stunning 55-metre goal, 
as his team Atletioo Madrid 2-1. 



Steffi Graf 

tie-break before Graf won it. 

But the top seed admitted that 
had she lost the tie-break, she 
might not have been able to play 
two more sets. 

Medvedev beats Novacek in 
Estoril final; 

Teenage Ukrainian. Andrei 
Medvedev underlined his poten- 


tial as one of the future stars of 
men's tennis when he beat Czech 
Karel Novacek 6-4 6-2 Sunday to 
win the $525,000 Estoril Open. 

The 18-year-old Medvedev, 
ranked 22nd in the world, earned 
$71,000 for his victory, the fourth 
title of a still-blossoming two-year 
professional career which had be- 
gun to go relatively quiet. 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY APRIL 6, W93 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter FOundewn 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Tie - 

full Moon in Gemini packs a tnp- ^cng. from your 

B e square to Mare. Neptune and of wnat 
raons and an opposition w the mutual assooano 
Sun leaving us with a lack of LIBRA: (September 23 ito October 

emotional flexibility and optimism 22) A fine day to decide now you 

blocking our ability to respond to can best be of service to other ^^ 

others. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Quiet reflections, meditation and 
concentration upon the loftier 
attributes of the mind bring you as 
a brilliant Arien into a new found 
satisfaction. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You would be wise to contact good 
friends wfio have much the same 
ambitious as yourself and exchange 
data you and they have stored up. 

GEMINI: (May 22 to June 21) You 
now can think out and decide just 
what you can do in the world or in 
public to show your good 
citizenship and be a good example. 

■ MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Be with those you consider 
wise and knowledgeable and who- 
can help direct your patb in the 
future into intelligent, helpful 
directions. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
intuitive perceptions are vety accu- 
rate now and you can make head- 
way if you follow them in an 
understanding and useable 
fashion. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Much comes to light in your 


vour special ability to be coopera- 
tive and aid the afflicted to gam 
peace. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You can today extend the 
scope of your enjoyments by what- 
ever daily pursuits that appeal to 
you that an? available so be alert to 
such. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is a day for an 
excellent new understanding com- 
ing from any discussions that you 
can put into motion with members 
of your own family. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Calling, writing and 
going m sco interesting personali- 
ties this day can release to you 
many answered questions not ex- 
pected to receive. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You can take a long and 
penetrating look at your property 
and possessions today and come to 
sensible conclusions what you can 
do to improve them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can look deep within 
yourself today for deciding the 
conditions you desire the most and 
think out ways to make them a pan 
of your life. 


THE BETTER HALF* By Glasbergen 



“He's been like that all weekend. I 
think he accidentally pointed the 
‘pause’ button at himself." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Hand Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


KLUSK 


BLOIM 


~rn~ 

□ 

u 


SPYNAP 


HATTUG 


Answer here: 


WHAT THE 
POTENTIAL BOAT 
BUYER LISTENED TO. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

jumbles: HYENA MERGE MALADY GLOBAL 
Answer: A name every new mother-in-law wants to be 


A name every new r 
catted — GRANDMA 


THE Daily Crossword by Eugene Puffenberger 


ACROSS 
1 Dogta 
5 Antaras. e.g. 

9 Fable’s and 

14 Others: Let 

15 Goodbye 

16 Former Mrs. 
Trump 

17 Hammer part 

18 School on the 
Thames 

18 Church law 

20 Ladder part 

21 Small fish 
23 Intensive 

pronoun 

25 Architect 
Saarinen 

26 Foray 
28 Notify 
33 Muscular 

strength 

36GoWwogg 

39 Dies — 

40 Anatomical 
wrinkles 

41 — culpa 

42 Rafting Dim part 

43 Aft. 

44 Hit hard 

45 Shoelace tip 

46 Cylindrical and 

tapered 
48 Rim 
50 Bring up 
53 Jordan's 
neighbor 
57 Jewefry staple 
1 62 Certain ray 

63 Florida city 

64 Pointed arch 

65 Toward the 
mouth 

66 Adjust 

67 Drunkards 

66 Dry 

69 Residue 

70 Once, once 

71 Sediment 

DOWN 

1 Resort Island 

2 Eskimo 

3 Property claims 

4 Beauty salon 

service 

5 Graf of tennis 
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6 Hulot's 
portrayer 

7 Expiate 

8 Scope 

9 Tiny length unit 

10 Elliptical 

11 Hindu princess 

12 Soon 

13 Ger. or LaL 
22 Great Lake 
24 Path 

27 Cupola 

29 Dish lor 
fastidious 
diners 

30 aty on the Oka 

31 Breathing sound 

32 Thaw 

33 Author Hane 

34 Hold away 

35 Ripening factor 
37 Conoid 

36 Appraise 
42 Droops 
^Beverage 

*7 Pays for 
49 Abridgment 
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Nigerians urged to face harsh reality 
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; LAGOS (R) — The head of 
■Nigeria’s Civilian Transitional 
' Council, Ernest Shonekan, has 
urged the country to face econo- 
mic reality or risk hyper-inflation 
.'and a massive currency devalua- 
tion, state television said. 

■ Mr. Shonekan, a respected for- 
mer industrialist, said OPEC- 
Imember Nigeria faced tough de- 
. cisions and had few available 

^options before the army’s plan- 
ned handover to civilians in Au- 
;gu5t. 

■ “He warned of the need for the 
[nation to face economic reality or 
■risk hyper-inflation and a massive 
currency devaluation,” television 
■said after Mr. Shonekan addres- 
sed private sector leaders in 
■Lagos. 

Bankers say annual inflation is 
around 80 per cent, depressing an 
economy already hurt by corrup- 
tion, a low naira currency and 
foreign debts totalling about $28 


billion. 

“Our role is to take tough 
decisions... and set a turnaround 
in motion before handing over to 
the incoming government,” Mr. 
Shonekan, who reports to Niger- 
ia’s military rulers, said. 

“We are facing the challenge of 
turning mission impossible into 
finding how to achieve the im- 
possible dream,” he added. 

Mr. Shonekan, quoted by tele- 
vision, said an action plan would 
be presented to government this 
week but gave no details. 

The government has said 
already it plans to ease subsidies 
totalling $2 billion a year on 
domestic fuel sales, possibly in 
June, as sought by the foreign 
creditors. 

Bankers said it was unclear 
how much power Mr. Shonekan 
wielded, including his influence 
over the Central Bank of Nigeria 
which reported to the military 
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Cairo Amman Bank 

115 . Dollar In fmarnatioxial Markets 


Currency 

Ntieyotk 

C&w 

Dw * 2/4/7993 

Tcbyo 

CtM! 

5/4/7993 

Sterling Pound 0 

• 7.5275 

7.5193 

Deutsche Mark 

7.5995 

1.6010 

Swiss Franc 

7.4795 

J.4S75 

French Franc 

5.4355 

5.4293 •* 

Japanese Yen 

773.75’ 

7 J3.S3 

European Cttneny Unit 

1.213$ ■ 

1.2125 *’ 


USD l>«* STC 

* European Ope** ® U» i 


CMT 




5/4/7993 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

US. Dollar 

3.06 

3.1$ 

3.06 

3.50 

Sterling Pound 

5.75 

5.75 

5.61 

5.62 

Deutsche Mark 

$.31 

7.93 

7.56 

6.93 

Swiss Franc 

5.1$ 

5.72 

A. 75 

4.43 

French Franc 

10.31 

9.94 

9.1$ 

8.37 

Japanese Yen 

3.12 

3.72 

3.1$. 

3.25 

European Currency Unit 

9.50 

9.16 

6.69 

6.00 


iMcrbank bid raU hr i 


txcteOnt US. IMtan 1.000.006 cc cqahraML 
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Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm* 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JWGm 

Gold .. . 

339.20 

6.65 - 

. Silver 

3.94 

.090 


m 2) KM 

Control Bank of Jordan Bachang 

. i: 

Omtm: 5/4/m3 

Currency 

Bid ' 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6650 

0.6670 

Sterling Pound 

1.039 S 

1.0450 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4272 

0.4293 

Swiss Franc I 

0.4617 

0.4640 

French Franc 1 

‘ 0. 7258 

0.1264 

Japanese Yen 0 

0.6004 

0.6034 

Dutch Cnilder 

0.3600 

0.3619 

Swedish Krona 

0.09050 

0.09100 

Italian Lira 0 

0.0431 

0.0433 

Belgian Franc 

0.0207 7 

0.02067 

’ Pw IN 



Othw CarrandM 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7960 

1.6400 

Lebanese Lira 0 

0.03659 

0.04055 

Saudi Riyal 

0.7823 

0.1640 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2450 

2.2650 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1656 

0.1660 

Egyptian Pound 

0.1950 

0.2170 

Omani Riyal 

1.7540 

1.7600 

UAE Dirham 

0.1656 

0.1680 

Greek Drachma 0 

0.3145 

0.3345 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4160 

1.4360 


CAB liuScas for Amman Financial Market* 


•4 

Index 

4/4/7993 Close 

3/4/1993 Close 

All-Share 

195.54 

795.34 

Banking Sector 

735.06 

734.42 

Insurance Sector 

273.34 

214.12 

Industry Sector 

I 276.64 

276.67 

Services Sector 

265.23 

266.16 


* December 31. 1996 - 100 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world Currencies an S gold against the dollar at mjds^, on 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. $1,000 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.2620/25 
1.5990/6000 
1.7960/70 
1.4785/95 
32.92/96 
5.4225/75 
1590/1602 
113.80/85 
7.5730/80 
6.8025/75 
6. 1420/70 
^Sl. 5 195/5205 
$338.30/338.70 


Canadian dollar - 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


presidency. 

Officials and bankers are con- 
cerned at the low level of the 
naira, now trading at an official 
rate of 23.76 to the dollar. 

This compares with a rate of 10 
before a 41 per cent devaluation 
13 months ago and parity daring 
the early 1980s. 

■ The naira fell last week below a 
symbolic record low of 40 to the 
dollar to 42.2 on the officially- 
tolerated parallel market, widely 
used for a range of imports. 

The official-parallel rate gap is 
now 76 per cent, a few points 


below the level that led to last 
year's devaluation. 

Some banks are believed to be 
selling scarce foreign exchange at 
around 28 naira to the dollar, 
instead of the official rate at 
which it was bought from the 
central bank. 

Finance Secretary Oladele 
Olashore took a swipe at domes- 
tic financial institutions last 
Thursday. “We cannot hide 
under the guise of deregulation to 
watch helplessly as Nigeria's eco- 
nomy gets bastardised,” Mr. 
Olashore, quoted by newspapers, 
said. 


GCC firms 
exempted from duty 
at Dubai free zone 


DUBAI (R) — The ruler of the 
emirate of Dubai has exempted 
companies owned by nationals of 
the six Gulf Cooperation Council 
states and working from the Jebel 
Ali free zone from paying cus- 
toms duties on their products. 

The decree by Sheikh Mak- 
toum Bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
issued said products of factories 
in which United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) or other GCC nationals 
have at least a 51 per cent stake 
will be considered national pro- 
ducts and exempted from any 
customs duty when exported out- 
side the zone. 

“The zone is considered out- 
side the UAE, so any products 
that leave the zone have to pay 
customs duty,” one official at the 
zone said. “Now the GCC com- 
panies don't have to anymore.” 


He said the measure would 
encourage local companies to 
operate from the zone, created in 
1985 by the government at a cost 
of S2.5 billion as part of Dubai’s 
effort to diversify its economy 
before its oil runs out early in the 
next century. 

“This will encourage local com- 
panies to have their industrial 
units in the zone and it will 
encourage more business from 
the zone to be exported to GCC 
and local markets.” he said. 

Zone officials say customs 
duties vary between one and 10 
per cent. 

The Jebel Ali free trade zone 
authority said in January invest- 
ments at the zone have topped $1 
Ullion since it was set up seven 
years ago and 1992 accounted for 
a quarter of the investment. 
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141, S 45 

131.000 

130.500 

110.500 

4B , 704 

4.990 

4. 980 

5.010 

J.B43 

23.000 

23.000 

23.100 

18. Ml 

4.030 

4.010 

3.930 

50,036 

3.090 

3.900 

3.9«0 

9,046 

2.420 

2.400 

2.400 

14,981 

4.700 

4.100 

4.550 

8,009 

4.370 

4.350 

4.360 

81,405 

3.290 

3.300 

3.300 

31,812 

6.310 

6.350 

6.400 

62.548 

6.550 

5.620 

5.550 

39.051 

1.720 

1.710 

1.710 

B. 558 

3.410 

3.430 

3.420 

9. 503 

2.750 

2.710 

2.760 

12.050 

3.050 

4.000 

4. MO 

138,915 

4.130 

4.130 

4.100 

1.350 

2.570 

2.700 

2.700 

1.524 

5.150 

5.000 

5.080 

63.196 

2.120 

3.120 

3.190 

125.384 

2.170 

2.100 

2.160 

6.815 

1.420 

1.370 

1.350 


6.200 

5.890 

5.890 

5.593 

2.400 

2.380 

2.380 

291. 

.0.690. 

. 0-660 

_J0.660.. 

21,882 

4.310 

4.0*0 

4.090 

221,813 

1.720 

1.730 

1.790 


0.040 

0.830 

0.820 

3.983 

1.150 

1.170 

1.210 

2,182 

1.500 

1.500 

l.SOO 

3,005 

1.470 

1.440 

1.430 

65.761 

2.410 

2.380 

2.390 

10,485 

1.980 

2.010 

1.910 

686,364 

1.860 

1.060 

1.910 

122 

4.600 

1.450 

4.450 

122,320 

10.400 

10.350 

10.450 

59.098 

6.010 

6.040 

6.300 

52,250 

9.500 

9-500 

9.500 

16.311 

6.000 

6.000 

6.800 

5,491 

2.640 

2.540 

2.560 

7.493 

3.750 

3.760 

3.730 

302 

4.SOO 

4.500 

4.500 

15,445 

3.260 

3.240 

3.260 

18,202 

0.730 

0.720 

0.720 

231,159 

12.200 

12.200 

12.550 

685,119 

3-550 

3. 500 

J.SGO 

188.5*3 

11.000 

13.850 

14.000 

13.825 

0.920 

0.920 

0.920 

25.850 

3.150 

3.300 

3.100 

59,469 

143 

1-850 

1.860 

1.090 

0.600 

0.570 

0.570 

65,142 

6.100 


6.060 

8,439 

0.960 

0.960 

0.970 

41,891 

4.200 

4.200 

4.180 

5,350 

5.330 

5.350 

5.350 

10,929 

2.610 

2.700 

2.740 

150.048 

13.850 

13.950 

14.000 

2,200 

4.400 

4.400 

4.400 

34,219 

1.330 

1.330 

1.340 

21,205 

0.660 

0.660 

0.660 

1,560 

4.000 

3.900 

3.900 

55,156 

0-750 

8.750 

0.760 

4,562 

4.600 

4.500 

4.5S0 

119,014 

4.380 

4.380 

4.380 

52,992 

2.030 

2.000 

1.900 

152,108 

5.570 

5.520 

5.540 

4,161,043 
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Turkish 
firm needs 
urgent cash 
for Kazakh 
oil 

ANKARA (R) — The state-run 
Turkish Petroleum Company 
(TP AO) has appealed for funds 
so it could compete with Western 
companies in the search for oil in 
ihe former Soviet republic of 
Kazakhstan. 

“This is a historic opportunity 
for Turkey,” General Manager 
Okan Ozdemir said in a state- 
ment issued by the Petroleum 
Geologists Association, which is 
affiliated to TPAO. 

“We have encountered re- 
serves at three crude oil fields and 
one natural gas field from the 
seven fields we agreed with 
Kazakhstan last year for explora- 
tion," he said. “But we need $800 
million in the next four years, and 
$200 million of it very urgently.” 

Erkan Atalik, the association’s 
head, said Turkey's 1993 budget 
allocation for TPAO was only 
equivalent to $94 million. 

“It’s is clear that our budget 
cannot meet what is needed in a 
year,” he told Reuters. 

Kazakhstan and TPAO set up 
the joint Kazakh-Turk Oil, 60 per 
cent owned by Kazakhstan and 40 
per cent by TPAO, and signed a 
25-year agreement in December 
to explore oil in seven fields in 
the pre-Caspian basin. 

Kazakh-Turk Oil will operate 
the fields and market its own 
output when it produces oil. 

"We estimate the reserves in 
the three oil fields at about 1.29 
billion barrels and those in the 
gas field at 382.2 billion cubic 
metres.” Mr. Ozdemir said. 

“But TPAO is in a pathetic 
situation. If we cannot find the 
required finance with govern- 
ment help, we will lose out on the 
project as we are having a ruth- 
less battle with very big competi- 
tors in Kazakhstan,” he pointed 
out. 

The former Soviet republic has 
signed energy deals with U.S. oil 
giant Chevron Corporation. 
France's Elf- Aquitaine. Italy's 
Agip and British Gas. 

TPAO earlier won exploration 
licences in Azerbaijan. 

“We are talking about 19.5 
billion barrels of reserve oil both 
in Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan, 
anda total of 6.5 billion barrels of 
it will come to Turkey,” Mr. 
Ozdemir said. • ? 

Turkey and Azerbaijan signed 
an agreement last month for a 
$1.4 billion pipeline to carry 
crude oil from Baku via Iran or 
Armenia to the Mediterranean 
coast. 

The 1,068 kilometre pipeline, 
to be operational after 1997, is 
designed to carry 25 million ton- 
nes of Azeri oil. and at a later 
stage 15 million tonnes of Kazakh 
oil a year. 


Arab League economies 
hurt by low inter- Arab trade 


ABU DHABI (R) — The Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF), the Arab 
World's main financial institu- 
tion, said Monday that ineffective 
economic policies and low inter- 
Arab trade have hindered Arab 
economic growth for decades, 

AMF Chairman Osama Faquih 
told a meeting of Arab League 
trade ministers and U.N. and 
Arab officials in Abu Dhabi that 
despite agreements in 1953, 1964. 
and 1981 to foster it, inter-Arab 
trade remained a fraction of total 
Arab trade. 

“It’s no secret that these agree- 
ments have not achieved what 
they intended and remained to a 
great extent as words on paper,” 
Mr. Faquih told the opening ses- 
sion of a two-day meeting cilled 
to map out a strategy for an 
effective Arab trading bloc. 

Economists at the meeting said 
longstanding policies in Arab 
states were hindering their econo- 
mies and inter- Arab trade, which 
at $10.2 billion in 1991 was about 
eight per cent of total Arab trade. 

They said Arab countries were 


planning to trade more with each 
other to give impetus to the pro- 
ductive sector, but they also 
needed to improve the allocation 
of resources and privatise their 
economies. 

The Abu Dhabi meeting 
targets these problems with eight 
recommendations including trade 
liberalisation, boosting exports 
among Arab countries, unifying 
tariffs, and giving preferential 
treatment to Arab exports. 

“For a number of years, many of 
the Arab countries have been 
adopting inward-looking de- 
velopment strategies with a large 
public sector... trade protection- 
ism, and import -substitution,” 
AMF senior economist Jamal 
Zarouk told the conference. 

“Such strategies led to structu- 
ral distortions... internal and ex- 
ternal imbalances, declining 
growth rates and debt servicing 
problems,” he pointed out. 

Mr. Zarouk said Arab coun- 
tries needed to privatise their 
public sectors to “increase econo- 
mic efficiency.” He said the AMF 


would continue to provide finan 
ing to Arab traders through 
fond it set up three years aw 
Abu Dhabi. 

The AMF formed the An 
Trade Financing Programn 
(ATFP) to finance non-oil tntc 
Arab trade and has SO f 
approved credit lines worth SL 
million. 

“Trade expansion develo 
ment has been facing so mai 
o bstac les in the last decade 
ATFP assistant technical chi 
Fans Bingaradi told Reuters. 
“Our concern is inter- Arab rrai 
has not reached the level v 
would tike it to be.” 

Mr. Faquih urged countries 
further expand their productr 
bases. Oil exports composed ' 
per cent of inter-Arab trade 
1981 and fell to 52 per cent 
1990 as Arab countries began 
diversify their economies. 

Gulf Arab exports especial 
are dominated by oil, but me 
states have adopted policies 
channel their oil revenues in 
non-oil industries for export. 


Surveys list richest people ; most 
profitable firms in U.K., U.S. 


LONDON (Agencies) — Queen 
Elizabeth is still Britain’s richest 
person but her fortune has shrunk 
by £1.5 billion (S2.3 billion) in a 
year and details of her wealth 
remain obscure, an annual survey 
has said. 

The Sunday Times again 
placed the queen at the top of its 
list of 400 richest people in Bri- 
tain with combined assets of £55 
billion (S84 billion). 

The monarch was listed with a 
fortune of £5 billion ($7.7 bil- 
lion), which the Sunday Times 
said was down £1.5 billion ($2.3 
billion) from its estimate of a year 
ago. due to new information 
available and to failing an and 
land prices. 

The figure includes both her 
personal wealth and what she 
owns on behalf of the nation, 
including one of the greatest art 
collections in the world. 

But the Sunday Times said that 
her fortune remained the most 
difficult to estimate. The extent 
of the queen’s wealth is not dis- 
closed publicly. 

After the queen at the top of 
the list, were Gad and Hans 
Rausing. the Swedish food pack- 
aging magnates who live in Bri- 
tain. at £4 -billion ($6 billion) 
David Sainsbury and his family, 
of the food retailing chain, at £2.4 
billion ($3.7 billion) and Garfield 
Weston, chairman of Associated 
British Food, at £2.11 billion 
($3.24 billion). 

The Sunday Times said the 
number of British aristocrats on 
the list continued to decline and 
was now at 60 of the 400, with 
most of those having art-based 
rather than land-based fortunes. 


Czech crown to be pegged to 
mark, dollar from May 

PRAGUE (R) — The Czech crown, hitherto Tied to a basket of five 
currencies, is to be pegged to the mark and the dollar from next 
month, a central bank spokesman has said. To set the crown's value, 
the mark will be weighted 65 per cent and the dollar 35 per cent. 
Previously, the central bank used these two currencies as well as the 
Austrian shilling and the Swiss and French francs. Central bank 
officials said the new mark-dollar currency basket would be used 
from May 3. 
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^ Please make advance reservation J 


It identified a “new aristocra- 
cy” of people who sold their 
companies at the top of the mar- 
ket a few years ago and included 
63 on its list, led by Jack Walker, 
who sold the family's metal firm 
to British Steel in 1990 for £330 
million (SS06 million). 

Fortune magazine has said in 
its annual ranking that America ‘s 
500 biggest industrial companies 
barely broke even in 1992, largely 
because of a new rule about how 
businesses must account for re- 
tiree benefits. 

The Fortune data marked the 
first comprehensive assessment of 
the enormous impact of the new 
accounting rule on 1992 corpo- 
rate profits. 

Altogether, the top 500 com- 
panies earned $10.5 million — 
less than what some top corporate 
executives eam in a year. 

It was the lowest earnings total 
since Fortune began the rankings 
in 1955. In 1991. the fortune 500 
earned a collective $55.1 billion. 

The new accounting rule, 
known as financial accounting 
standard 106, masked some signs 
of health. Fortune said. Without 
the rule, earnings at the Fortune 
500 would have risen to $70.5 
billion from a year earlier. 

“If it weren’t for this aberra- 
tional accounting setaside. profits 
would have advanced quite sub- 
stantially,” said Marshal Loeb, 
Fortune's managing editor. 

This year, Mr. Loeb said, 
“companies will be in a much 
better position to invest money 
and to create jobs, by expanding 
their factories, offices and equip- 
ment.” 

Rule 106 was promulgated by 


the Financial Accounting Sta 
dards Board, a govern men 
sanctioned group of accountan 
that writes' the regulations ft 
how companies must report the 
finances to investors. 

The rule requires companies 
put aside large sums of money 
reflect the cost of their cumul 
tive liability for retiree heal 
benefits. Previously, compani 
only had to report these costs 
they were incurred, vfhii 
masked their long-term liabilii 

Some companies set aside tl 
money in 1991. and some w 
wait until the 1993 deadline to » 
so. but scores of companies l 
the bullet last year. 

Hardest hit was General Mot 
Corp. (G.M.). first on the Fc 
tune 500 for the eighth straig 
year with sales of S132.8 billio 
Without rule 106. the automak 
would have narrowed its 1992 lc 
to $2.6 billion from $4.5 billion 
1991. thanks to healthy demat 
for its Saturn cars. With rule 1C 
G.M. reported a loss of $23 
billion, a record for any coi 
pany.; ; 

Exxon Corp. ranked .seep 
with. sales of S103.5 billion, a 
Ford Motor Co. third with sal 
of $100.8 billion. Internatior 
Business Machines Corp.. foui 
with sales of $65.1 billion, hat 
$5 billion loss due partly to t 
shrinking market for mainfrar 
computers. 

General Electric Co.. Mo : 
Corp., Philip Morris Cbs. a: 
Dupont ranked fifth throu. 
eighth. Chevron Corp. moved i 
to ninth place from tenth, switc 
ing places with Texaco ln« 
which fell to tenth from nintl 


ACHTUNG A UFGEPASST 


Ich suchc Dcutschspracchende leute, die sich in 
Jordanicn aufhaltcn, /.week ? bekanntschaft. 
Bittc Hidden Td. (06) 822 414 
schrifilich W. Jaghbccr c/o J I T 
P. O. Box (140 173) 

118-14 Amman - Jordanicn 


FOR PROFESSIONAL WOMEN ONLY 

A U.N. organisation is in the process of preparing an 
inventory for qualified Professional Women in Jor- 
dan, to be utilized on short-term basis once required. 

For those interested to be included in the 
inventory, kindly send a summarized C.V. to 
P.O. Box 35286 - WID Prog. - Amman-Jordan. 

Please note that a minimum Seven years of experi- 
ence is required for any specific field. 



TIRED OF PAIN? 

DABSO GEL 

The Safe Answer tG 
Pain- (SAP) 

DABSO Gel: Your Natura 1 
solution to: 

☆ Pain, swelling, muscle 
aches, sports unjuries, 
corns and/or foot 
problems, gead aches. 

☆ Pimples, burns and othei 
conditions. 

Free Talk and Demonstration of product at the 

Abdul Hamid Sharaf school 

on April 6&8 at 4:30 pm 

DABSO GEL sold at: 

* Shadi Pharmacy (tel.): 640661 
and other pharmacies. 

☆ Health Food — Swelfieh, tel. 821598. 

For more information call: 

Garden of Eden (6 p.m. to 8 p.m.) — 665035 















World News 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESPAY^FRD^^^^ 


- Azeris say Karabakh Armenians 
n pushing further over border 






BAKU (R) — Anncnian forces 
npw are dosing in on the key southern 
INfc "" w town of Fizuli in Azerbaijan, 
NCA* w ’^ ere their advances have 
already swallowed up one tenth 
S *^ e re P u ^'C, the Azeri De- 

fence Ministry said Monday, 
vrflrf i Karabakh Armenians seized 
no nl a b° ut 4,000 square kilometres of 
no Jr‘ Azeri territory sandwiched be* 
5 tween the disputed territory of 
Na gomo-Karabakh and Armenia 
over the weekend. 

™ A Defence Ministry spokes- 
final : man Armenian forces were 
' now only two kilometres from 
l arc “ f Fizuli. which was under heavy 
artillery fire. Fizuli's civilian 
population had fled, he added. 

“If they seize Fizuli. they will 

have effective control over two 

key districts — Zangelan and 
Kubatly — which will complete 

the joining of Karabakh with 

Armenia." one official said. 

L| I The mostly Armenian people 

of Nagorno-Karabakh, a moun- 
TO tain region wholly enclosed by 
fail, Azeri territory, have fought a 
vjd .bloody five-year battle for inde- 
Jap pendence from Baku. Several 
pUs thousand people have died, 
tfcer Capturing Fizuli would cement 
The the Karabakh Armenian gains by 
incl bringing all of south-western 
Azerbaijan under Armenian con- 
pl a , trol. Fizuli lies in a narrow strip 
of Azeri territory separating 
Pc tarabakh from Iran. It is 30 
kilometres north of the border. 
MU Armenia says it is sympathetic 
phi to the Karabakh Armenians' 
sue struggle but is not involved itself. 
■‘It’ Armenia does' not officially 
one recognise Karabakh's declaration 
Ital of Independence. But the 
Pel thousands of Armenians who 
Gei fight part-time in Karabakh be- 
in < side their ethnic kin call their 
j. country "artsakh.” or greater 
El Armenia, which includes Kara- 
bakh. 


In the past year, Armenians 
have broken out of the region and 
punched communications lines to 
rhe Armenian mainland, taking 
advantage of growing political 
turmoil inside Azerbaijan. 

Last May. they established the 
12-kilometre La chin corridor 

through western Azeri territory. 

Armenia, which has a mutual 
defence pact with Russia, repe- 
ated assurances it had no claims 
on Karabakh and no quarrel with 
Azerbaijan. It stressed that its 
own forces were not crossing 
internationally accepted borders 
with Azerbaijan. 

Azerbaijan admitted Saturday 
that Karabakh Armenian forces 
had seized Kelbadzhar town and 
district, just north of Lachin. 

Overall, a Defence Ministry 
statement said then, nearly one 
tenth of Azerbaijan was in enemy 
hands and 15,000 civilians were 
trapped behind Armenian lines. 

Azerbaijan’s President Abulfaz 
Elchibey appeared on Azeri tele- 
vision Sunday night to castigate 
troops stationed at Kelbadzhar 
for disobeying orders and desert- 
ing their posts. 

Officials of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in Gyandzha, some 70 
kilometres north of Kelbadzhar, 
put the figure of those caught 
behind Armenian lines at 60,000 
people. 

They said refugees were strug- 
gling to reach Gyandzha through 
snowy mountain passes after 
Armenian forces cut off road 
links. Many were suffering from 
frostbite and some had died on 
the way. 

An Azeri television journalist 
in Baku said the government was 
assembling fresh combat units to 
repel the offensive. 

Azeri radio said Mr. Elchibey. 


who declared a two-month state 
of emergency throughout the 
country Friday, had appointed 21 
military commanders of cities and 
districts. 

But Baku was quiet Monday 
morning. Shops worked normally 
and the streets were free of. 
armed patrols. One Foreign 
Ministry official, who asked not 
to be named, said: “The only aim 
of the state of emergency was to 
ban opposition political activity.” 

Azerbaijan has traditional 
close ties to NATO member Tur- 
key. Turkey said Saturday it had 
halted the passage of European 
aid to energy-starved Armenia 
because of its recent attacks. 

The Turkish daily Milliyet 
newspaper Sunday said Turkish 
Air Force jets had flown recon- 
naissance sorties on the border 
with Armenia. The armed forces 
did not confirm the report. 

Meanwhile, Iranian security 
forces detained four soldiers from 
neighbouring Azerbaijan after 
they crossed the border in a 
military vehicle, Iran’s news 
agency said Sunday. 

The Iranian forces at the bor- 
der outpost in the Razi region 
arrested the officer and three 
non-commissioned officers and 
confiscated a semi-automatic rifle 
and a pistol, it said. 

The Azeris said they had cros- 
sed into Iran accidentally. 

In Tashkent, Uzbekistan, Tur- 
kish President Turgut Ozal Mon- 
day condemned the latest Arme- 
nian military advances in Azer- 
baijan as unacceptable. 

Mr. Ozal told journalists dur- 
ing a visit to the Central Asian 


Corruption probe targets Andreotti 


ROME (R) — Former Prime 
a 8 a Minister Giulio Andreotti was 
told Monday that he was under 
J? 0 investigation in Italy’s huge cor- 
^ ruption scandal, court sources 

M sa ^- 

,Vi The veteran Christian Demo- 
pu crat, seven times prime minister. 
s is already being investigated over 
tqA alleged links to the mafia. 

^ Milan magistrates formally 

jTj notified Mr. Andreotti, 74, that 
they were probing allegations he 
sac bro ^ e a law on lhe funding of 
Ju political parties, the court sources 

hS said - 

He could face up to four years 
in jail if the inquiry leads to 
charges and a conviction. 

2 \_ Sicilian magistrates have 

f or already warned Mr. Andreotti 


that he is being investigated on 
suspicion of links with mafia 
crime bosses after being impli- 
cated by mob turncoats. 

They want his immunity from 
prosecution as a life member of 
the Senate, the upper house of 
the Italian parliament, lifted so 
that he can stand trial. A Senate 
jury will meet on April 14 to rule 
on the request. 

Mr. Andreotti has dismissed 
the charges as a mafia conspiracy. 

The move by investigators 
Monday marked the first time 
that Mr. Andreotti has been 
drawn into a huge corruption 
scandal centred on Milan, Italy’s 
business capital. 

A member of Italy’s Social 
Democratic Party last week men- 


§ Yeltsin is ‘only immediate choice 9 for Russia 


™ VANCOUVER <R) — Boris 
Yeltsin said that there was no 
•Al ' mme ^' ate alternative to himself 
1 us Russia's leader, 
pp “Today I say there is no 
t0 : alternative to Yeltsin,” the Rus- 
ol j. sian president, who faces a re- 
; j n ferendum on his rule on April 25, 
told a questioner at a news con- 
yj J ference following a two-day sum- 
1 ^ mit with U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton. 

"■SfK ’’Perhaps there will be one 
; ~ ■ tomorrow, but certainly not to- 
; f), day.” he added to laughter. 

Mr. Clinton told the news con- 
V/ ference. to further laughter, “if I 
Qi were on the ballot. 1 would make 
exactly the same statement.” 
vie Mr. Yeltsin said he was confi- 
dent the Russian people would 
make “the proper choice” in the 
s ta referendum, in which many 
tht Western analysis believe he will 
at 


have difficulty obtaining the 
necessary 50 per cent of the eligi- 
ble vote. 

Mr. Clinton reaffirmed that 
Washington would continue to 
support Mr. Yeltsin as long as he 
remained Russian president. 

Gorbachev will not stand for 
presidency 

Former Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev said in a television 


interview shown Sunday that he- situation.” 


would not stand as a candidate if 
there were early elections for the 
post of Russian president. 

Mr. Gorbachev said there 
should be early presidential polls 
to help end the political crisis. 

Asked by a Commonwealth 
Television interviewer whether 
he would stand in early presiden- 
tial elections, he answered: “I 
will not put forward my candida- 


Mr. Gorbachev, who resigned 
on Dec. 25, 1991 after the Soviet 
Union collapsed, would have vir- 
tually no chance of winning a 
presidential election. 

Many Russians dismiss him as a 
blunderer whose indecision led to 
the gradual disintegration of the 
Soviet economy and then to the 
demise of Communist superpow- 
er. 


Japan still divided on aid for Russia 


| TOKYO (R) — Foreign pressure 

and Japan’s desire to play a big- 
gcr role on the world stage are 

: forcing it ic support Boris Yelt- 
sin’s political survival, analysis 
said Monday. 

But with a meeting of group of 
seven (G7) ministers on aid for 
1 . Russia scheduled in Tokyo next 

week. Japanese officials are still 
divided over how far-reaching 
Their assistance should be. they 
* said. 

. “Japan has changed its policy 
and come around to agree on the 
need to support Russia political- 
ly,” said University of Tokyo 
WE political science Professor Susu- 
* J mu Takahashi. 

i C f “They were the last to do that. 

; ^ * Now the problem is how much 
* * aid to give and how to make it 
. most effective.” he said. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton un- 
j veiled Sunday a 1.6 billion aid 
package for Russia, but made 

I Hu clear he wants America's G7 
No ajiies to chip in more of their own 
1 \ money to help. 

Canada and Britain have 
U already pledged aid to Russia. 
p* Germany has hesitated, arguing it 
C has provided Russia wth the bulk 
I 0 f the Western .aid U has received 

50 Mr^ Clinton appeared to step 
bes ; * nressure on Tokyo this 

- zftgS&tSZZ 


mined to play a “constructive role 
in promoting aid to Russia 
through the G7 process.” 
Japanese media reported. 

The assurance came in a tele- 
phone conversation between Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. Miyazawa Fri- 
day night, the reports said, 
adding Mr. Clinton also told Mr. 
Yeltsin that Washington sup- 
ported Tokyo's claim ro four 
Russian-held islands north of 
Japan. 

Japan has long held it will not 
extend large-scale financial aid to 
Russia until the two countries 
resolve a territorial dispute over 
the Russian-held islands north of 
Japan. The row dates back to 
World War II. 

Mr. Miyazawa said last week 
the July summit of G7 leaders in 
Tokyo would not be a place to 
discuss the territorial dispute, but 
Japan would not set the issue 
aside to provide special aid to 
Russia. 

More than the islands dispute, 
however, divergent views over 
the size and form of aid to give 
Moscow are dominating the de- 
bate within Japan, analysts said. 

’’Those in the govemmenl re- 
sponsible for making Japan's 
policy toward Russia agree that 
there is no alternative but to 
provide some kind of aid for 
Russia,” said Seizaburo Sato, 
political science professor at Keio 
University. 


“This is not acceptable — the 
occupation of Azerbaijan by 
Armenia, Mr. Ozal told a news 
conference. 

‘‘We are doing everything 
possible in this matter,” be 
added.- 

Turkish Foreign Minister Hik- 
met Cetin, asked after the news 
conference if Turkey — a mem- 
ber of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) — would 
consider military action against 
Armenia, said: “I do not know 
yet. That is for the world to 
decide.” 

Mr. Cetin has been closely 
involved in negotiations aimed at 
ending conflict over Nagorno- 
Karabakh. Talks in Rome and 
other European dries have made 
little progress. 

Mr. Cetin, on a visit to the 
Azeri capita] Baku a month ago. 
urged his ethnic cousins to act 
with common sense and support 
the peace talks. On Monday, 
looking tired and strained, he 
took a more emotional line. 

“How can the United Nations 
stand by when two of its member 
countries are attacking each 
other?" he said. 

Turkey said Saturday it had 
halted the passage of European 
aid to energy-starved Armenia 
because of its recent attacks. 

Asked bow this would affect 
Armenia, Mr. Cetin answered: 
“They say they have no electridty 
and no food. But they have 
tanks.” 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted Mr. Ozal as saying aboard 
a plane to Tashkent that force 
should be used to end the con- 


state of Uzbekistan that Turkey,- flict. 


whose people are ethnically link- 
ed to the Azeris, was “.doing 
everything possible” to put press- 
ure oh Armenia. 


tioned his name to Milan magis- 
trates in connection with unde- 
clared contributions to die tiny 
party, according to Italian media 
reports. 

The notification came on the 
first anniversary of general elec- 
tions that marked the beginning 
of the end of Italy’s old power 
system 

He resigned three weeks after 
the electorate turned against Ita- 
ly’s ruling parties but stayed On as 
caretaker prime minister until last 
June. 

Mr. Andreotti is the second 
former prime minister under in- 
quiry over a system magistrates 
say they have uncovered under 
which politicians regularly took 
bribes on public works contracts. 


ture. 

In an interview published in 
Time magazine last month, Mr. 
Gorbachev did not rule out a 
return to politics. 

“I could answer the call if I saw 
Russia was in a critical state and 
that all of us Russian citizens who 
could do something should do 
something for the country.” he 
was quoted as saying. “I would 
do it. but I don't see that kind of 


^ S, Africa 
murder 

Ql, wave 
* ^ goes on 
iil unchecked 



Tyro elderly JUeri women rit on the back of a lorry with their 
belongings as they try to escape the fighting in the Kefbadjar region of 
Azerbaijan (AFP photo) 

U.S. may lift weapons embargo 
on Bosnia Muslims 


“One should not be afraid of 
military intervention ...we should 
bare our teeth,” it quoted him as 
saying. 

French 
Socialist 
bloodletting 
gives right 
2nd win 

PARIS (R) t— The implosion of 
France's Socialist Party a week 
after its general election rout has 
handed the right its second vic- 
tory and boosted Jacques Chir- 
ac’s prospects of winning the 1995 
presidential poll, analysts said 
Monday. 

Ousted party leader Laurent 
Fabius, 46, made a scapegoat for 
the election debacle, walked out 
of Socialist headquarters Monday 
without waiting to greet his suc- 
cessor. Michel Rocard, 62, who 
forced him out in a backroom 
coup at the weekend. 

"Compared with the great 
hope which the left represented, 
what has happened is a failure,” 
Mr. Fabius said in a brief, bitter 
statement to party workers. “We 
will try to rebuild." 

Commentators said the specta- 
cle of backstabbing and public 
recrimination among Socialist 
leaders had dashed Mr. Rocard's 
hopes of reviving the party to 
drive his own presidential cam- 
paign. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States will consider lifting an 
arms embargo “quite soon” for 
Bosnian Muslims unless rebel 
Serbs accept a current peace 
plan, Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said Monday. 

“We’d certainly think about 
doing it (lifting the arms embar- 
go) quite soon if the Bosnian 
Serbs had not agreed,” Mr. 
Christopher said in an interview 
on NBCTYs Today programme. 

"I don’t want to put a particu- 
lar deadline on it, but it would 
not be a matter of months by any 
means. We would go to our allies 
and see if we could find a consen- 
sus for lifting the arms embargo,” 
be said. 

The interview was taped Sun- 
day in Vancouver after the sum- 
mit between President Bill Clin- 
ton and Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

Rival Muslim, Serb and Croat 
military commanders meet under 
U.N. auspices in Sarajevo Tues- 
day to try to consolidate a fragile 
eight-day ceasefire in the Bosnian 
civil war. 

Bosnia's Muslim-led govern- 
ment has signed all three parts of 
an internationally-sponsored 
peace plan, as have Bosnian 
Croat leaders. 

Rebel Serbs have signed the 
plan’s general declaration of prin- 
ciples and a proposal for military 
disengagement, but have rejected 
a map dividing Bosnia into ten 
semi-autonomous regions along 
ethnic lines. 

Mr. Christopher said: “The 
main thing I would do would be 
to level the playing field. At the 
present time, the Bosnian Serbs 
have all the heavy weapons and 
Muslims have very few.” 

“Now, that’s not an ideal solu- 
tion because It would probably 
bring to an end the humanitarian 
efforts there. It would also prob- 
ably escalate the fighting in ways 
that are most unattractive. On 
the other hand, it does seem 
unfair the way the embargo is 
operating at the present time,” he 
said. 

He said the United States wel- 
comed the backing of Russia in 
ending the fighting in Bosnia 
because Russia had a special rela- 
tionship with the Serbs. 

Meanwhile the U.N. said Mon- 
day it plans to evacuate 
thousands of refugees from the 
Serb-besieged Muslim town of 
Srebrenica, despite objections 
from Muslim leaders. 

But United Nations officials 
rejected charges that bringing out 
the Muslims aided a Serb policy 
of “ethnic cleansing,” forcibly 
creating ethnic enclaves in Bos- 
nia’s civil war. 

Spokesman John McMillan for 


the office of the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees said that 
from Tuesday the agency planned 
to send daily convoys into the 
town. 

“ Beginning tomorrow April 6 
we are going to send in 20 trucks 
a day until we get the population 
down to a manageable level. Our 
ultimate goal is to bring out 

10.000 people,” he said. 

“We’re not cleansing the native 

Srebrenicans, we're taking out 
the refugees," he added. 

Many of the estimated 40,000 
people trapped in Srebrenica by 
besieging Serb forces have ar- 
rived there from other Muslim 
settlements- in the region overrun 
by the Serb advance. 

Local Muslim officials have 
been unwilling to allow a large- 
stale evacuation of Srebrenica, 
one of the last Muslim enclaves in 
eastern Bosnia. 

On Sunday they prevented 
thousands of local people from 
boarding U.N. aid trucks which 
had brought in food. 

Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic said Sunday he would allow 
the evacuation and would tell the 
local Bosnian army commander 
to let it continue. 

The UNHCR said it was not 
sending in a convoy Monday be- 
cause it wanted to be clear that 
Mr. Izetbegovic’s orders would 
be carried out. 

The 10,000 to be evacuated 
would be in addition to some 

5.000 already taken out the 
northern Bosnian Muslim stron- 
ghold of Tuzla. 

The Bosnian capital ' Sarajevo 
came under artillery and sniper 
attack Monday .after intense 
fighting the previous day killed at 
least seven people and wounded 
28. ... 

Sarajevo. Radio said fighting in 
violation of a ceasefire across the 
former Yugoslav Republic of 
Bosnia also continued around the 
eastern Muslim town of Gorazde 
which is blockaded by Serbs. 

Residents said the shelling was 
sporadic in besieged Sarajevo 
Monday morning with sniper fire 
around the presidency building 
near the centre. 

In a separate development, the 
Western European Union 
(WEU) defence agreed Monday 
to provide speedboats and armed 
police to enforce U.S. sanctions 
against Serbia along the Danube. 

But Hungary, one of Serbia’s 
neighbours, said it never asked 
for such aid and could not aooept 
armed foreigners crossing its 
territory. 

WEU Secretary-General W3- 
lem Van Eekelen told a news 
conference; “The only question 
that remains is to identify exactly 
where these men and these boats 
will go." 


DURBAN, South Africa (R) — 
Gunmen murdered 10 black men 
in a hail of bullets Monday, the 
latest massacre in a crime wave 
that the government says cannot 
be stamped out by force of arms 
alone. 

At least 22 people, all but one 
of them black, have been killed in 
South Africa's violence since Fri- 
day. 

Monday's attack near Port 
Shepstone, 110 kilometres south 
of the eastern port of Durban,' 
took place at 2 a.m. (0000 GMT). 

Blade gunmen in camouflage 
uniforms opened fire with AK-47 
assault rifles and lobbed a gre- 
nade into a home where youths of 
between 16 and 25 were sleeping, 
police and ANC officials said. 

African National Congress 
(ANC) Port Shepstone organiser 
Cyril Sheze said they were ANC 
members. 

On Friday gunmen killed five 
people and wounded a boy aged 
seven near the commercial capital 
Johannesburg. 

The government has thrown 

21,000 army reservists into the 
fight against crime but admits 
that force of arms alone will not 
halt the murder wave. 

“Although the government and 
police are throwing everything 
into combatting the violence, 
physical measures alone will not 
end the violence,” Law and. 
Order Ministry spokesman Craig 
Kotze told Reuters Monday. 

The government has also 
announced a 90-day amnesty for 
the handover of illegal weapons, 
many of them AK-47 assault 
rifles smuggled over the border 
from Mozambique since the halt 
of the civil war there late last 
year. 

Mr. Kotze said local political 
party bosses should get involved 
at grassroots level to end the 
bloodletting in townships: 

Nearly 8,000 people have been 
killed in township violence over 
the past three years. 

More titan 7,000 people have 
been killed in Natal alone since a 
turf war in the province between 
supporters of the ANC .and those 
of Zuku-based Inkatha Freedom 
Party (JtFP) erupted in 1986. 

Violence monitor Danny Chet- 
ty, attached to a Christian mis- 
sion in the coastal town of Port 
Shepstone, said public transport 
bad ground to a halt and schools 
were dosed after the killings 
Monday. 

“The situation is very tense and 
the community is very shocked.” 
Mr. Che tty said. 

Law And Order Minister Her- 
nus Kriel told reporters he was 
disgusted and outraged by the 
latest massacre. 

The ANC accuses Pretoria of 
pursuing a military solution to 
deal with a political problem by 
calling up the reservists and beef- 
ing up the police to reinforce the 
crackdown on crime. 

Monday's massacre came only 
a week after the ANC and In- 
katha held a joint rally near Port 
Shepstone to celebrate four 
months of relative peace in the 
region. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


"The point is how and with 
whom we should deal,” he said. 

“Concerning ‘who.’ there is a 
consensus that Mr. Yeltsin is 
better than the conservatives, but 
as for *how.’ as far as 1 know, no 
one has presented a convincing 
plan for effective aid policy to- 
ward Russia." 

A ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) official said last 
week that top LDP economic 
policymaker Hiroshi Mitsuzuka 
dashed with Foreign Minister 
Michio Watanabe over the issue. 

Mr. Mitsuzuka favoured a posi- 
tive stance on Russian aid, while 
Mr. Watanabe reflected the Fore- 
ign Ministry’s cautious view that 
Russia might not be able to digest 
an increased flow of aid. the 
official said. 

"There are those in the govern- 
ment who favour an aggressive 
aid policy of maximum support 
and those who are urging mini- 
mum support.” Mr. Takahashi 
said. 

The bulk of whatever aid Japan 
gives wilt almost certainly be fun- 
nelled through multilateral agen- 
cies. and any bilateral package 
crafted by Tokyo is likely to be 
small and contain few new mea- 
sures. analysts said. 

”It's not difficult to put 
together a (Japanese) package, 
but tt might not have much fresh 
content,” Prof. Sato said. 


Georgia condemns Russians for bombings 

MOSCOW (R) Georgian leader Eduard Shevardnadze conde- 
mned Russian forces for repeated bombing raids on the capital of 
Georgia's breakaway region of Abkhazia in which he said 110 
people had been killed. Russia’s ITAR-TASS News Agency 
Monday quoted Mr. Shevardnadze as saying he wanted to discuss 
with President Boris Yeltsin the actions of some Russian military 
commanders, accused by Georgia of backing Abkhazian separat- 
ists. “We have encountered open interference in our internal 
affairs (in Abkhazia), where towns are being bombed, where 
people are being killed, and where Russian generals themselves 
do not deny that it is they who have been canying out strikes on 
(the Abkhazian capital) Sukhumi.” he said. A meeting is already 
planned for Tuesday between Russian Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev and his Georgian counterpart, Tengiz Kitovani, in the 
southern Russian town Sochi. 

French mercenary gets suspended sentence 

PARIS (R) — Veteran French mercenary Bob Denard won his 
freedom Monday, receiving only a suspended sentence for his role 
in an abortive coup in Benin that had kept him on the run for 16 
years. Mr. Denard, 63, was found guilty of criminal association 
for launching as abortive raid on the Benin capital Cotonou in 
1977 in which five people were killed in an airport shoot-out. But, 
after a trial in which he was hailed as a patriot by both prosecution 
and defence, the criminal court suspended the whole, of his 
five-year jail term. He was due to be released from La Sante 
Prison in Paris later in the day. “This is a reasonable decision 
which recognises that what Mr. Denard did was, formally 
speaking, illegal, but which will not handicap him in the future, 7 ’ 
his lawyer Daniel Souiez-Lariviere said. The trial bestowed a new 
respectability on the legendary adventurer whose tough, ill- 
disciplined followers earned the nickname “the dogs of war” for a 
series of exploits in Africa dating back to the 1960s. 

Jackson wants meeting with Clinton 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Blade activist Jesse Jackson called on 
President Bill Ginton Sunday to hold a meeting in the inner-city 
neighbourhood hardest hit by last year's riots before a verdict is 
returned in the second trial of white police officers in the beating 
• of Rodney King. Rev. Jackson issued the appeal in a sermon to a 
mostly black congregation. He told Reuters later that such a 
meeting would help defuse tensions surrounding the trial of the 
four white officers on U.S. charges of violating the black 


motorist's dvil rights when they beat him during an arrest in 
March 1991. Theft acquittals' last April 29 in a state trial by a 
suburban, mostly white jury toadied off riots that left 53 people 
dead and caused nearly SI billion in damage. The defence rested 
abruptly Thursday in the current federal trial, without calling 
three bf the four officers to the witness stand, and the case is 
expected to go to the jury by the end of the week. 

Martin Luther King remembered 

NEW YORK (AP) — Twenty-five years after the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s words were silenced by an assassin's bullet, dvil 
rights leaders reminded a racially charged nation Sunday that 
King dreamed of a land where children will not be judged by the 
colour of their skin. “His dream lives on in the hearts of a growing 
community of dreamers in every nation,” King’s widow, COretta 
«Scott King, said at a memorial service at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Atlanta, where King was co-pastor. Adjacent to the 
church is the Martin Luther King Jr. Centre for Nonviolent Sodal 
Change, where King’s tomb is located on a plaza. The Rev. 
Joseph Lowery, head of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, placed a wreath there Sunday. In the past year, radal 
tensions have erupted into violence in Los Angeles, Las Vegas. 
San Francisco, Seattle, Atlanta arid New York, and some have' 
questioned whether progress toward dvil rights has been halted 
-since King's death. 

Man killed in N. Ireland village 

BELFAST (Agencies) — Gunmen shot dead a man in a remote 
Northern Ireland fishing village early Monday in a sus pect e d 
sectarian attack, police said. The shooting was just after midnight 
in the village of Portavogie when an unknown number of gunmen 
stormed into a flat and opened fire on a man lying in bed. The 
victim has not been identified. Portavogie, which is overwhel- 
mingly Protestant, has no recent history of sectarian attacks. The 
shooting occurred a few hours after thousands of people staged 
peace rallies in Britain and Ireland to demand an endto 
bloodshed in the Northern Ireland conflict. A Dublin woman 
took her peace campaign to Belfast and London Sunday, calKne 
on Catholics and Protestants, British and Irish to work for an end 
to Northern Ireland’s violence. Susan McHugh, who last week 
drew 10,000 people to central Dublin to protest the IRA killings 
of 3-year-old Johnathan Ball and 12-year-old Tim Parry m 
England, fold a Belfast news conference Sunday, **my message to 
everyone is to reach out and help bring an end to al) the shootine 
and bombing.” . . 6 


Yeltsin's mind 
put at ease 

VANCOUVER, (AP) — The 
tense political situation back in 
Russia cast an unhappy shad$> 
over Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin's Saturday night dinner 
with U.S. President Bill Clinton 
and some of their closest associ- . 
j ates at a Vancouver restaurant? 
Mr. Yeltsin began to frown as 
Mr. Ginton described, over their 
salmon and squash dinner, . an 
initiative to be headed by the vice 
president. As Mr. Ginton con- 
tinued to explain the project. Mri 
Yeltsin’s face grew darker and he 
began to grumble. Mr. Clinton 
and the members of his party 
were at a loss to fathom Mr. 
Yeltsin’s growing discontent untiU 
a member of the U.S. party real-” 
ised that Mr. Yeltsin thought Mr. 
Ginton was referring to Russian 
Vice President Alexander Ruts- 
koi, once a Yeltsin ally who has 
joined the opposition. Mr. Yelt- 
sin immediately brightened when 
he was told the U.S. initiative was 
to be led by Vice President Al 
Gore. 

Yeltsin has 'more 
sense’ 

VANCOUVER (AP) — While 
President Bill Ginton was up 
early for a jog and church ser- 
vices, the Russian delegation was 
more than pleased that they had 
nothing on their schedule Sunday 
morning. Mr. Clinton took an 
early 30-minute jog through a 
waterfront park before attending Up- 
church. To a shouted query on 
why the Russian President wasn't - 
with him, Mr. Ginton responded: 
“He's got more sense.” But both 
presidents had reason to cheer 
when they awoke Sunday morn- 
ing. The cold rain that greeted 
their arrival the day before was 
gone and rays of sunshine broke 
through the clouds. 

Japan flower 
blossoms from 
2,000-year-old seed 

TOKYO (R) — A white flower 
has blossomed from a seed disco- 
vered among the ruins of 2,000- 
year-old tombs in western Japan 
after a decade of careful cultiva- 
tion. newspapers said Monday. 
The Yoriiiuri Sbimbun said the 
seed was discovered in an under- 
ground storage room that formed 
part of an ancient tomb excavated 
near Yamaguchi City 'in 1981- 
1982. Hiroshi Utsunomiya, a lec- 
turer at Yamaguchi University, 
planted the seed 10 years ago and 
cultivated it until it grew" to ita'i 
current height of 2.2 metres (7 
ft). The bud, which appeared last 
October, bloomed Sunday, with . 
eight petals each about six cm 
(2.4 inches! long. It has two 
petals more than the magnolia 
commonly found in Japan and its 
leaves are a little larger, but Mr. 
Utsunomiya was quoted as saying 
the flower had the characteristics 
of the magnolia. 

Miniature Prince 
Charles in royal 
fairy story 

LONDON (R) — Britain's 
Prince Charles displays his crea- 
tive talents on television this 
week with a cartoon based on a 
fairy tale he wrote about a man 
shrunk to a midget. At the end of 
the 27-minute story, the heir to 
the throne will himself appear in 
miniature using special effects. 
The prince, who separated five 
months ago from his wife Princess 
Diana, will narrate his story The 
Old Man Of Lochnagar in three 
languages — Welsh, English and 
Gaelic ---in broadcasts on region- 
al television stations from Friday. 

about time the 
Prmce Of Wales was cut down to 
size, a programme publicist told 
Britain s Sunday newspapers. 

Murderer escapes 
in army tank 

FRANKFURT (R) — A con- 
victed murderer broke out of jail i 
“ * s {? len . German army tank 
"f-j r ^ankfurt Sunday, police 
i ne £ dS «° f the c °nvict, 

L^thar Luft, 52, stole the tank 
M ^d tove tt through three prison 
hi!?’ r Th<; deserted vehicle was 
SSJST - ,n nMrb i' Ehring- 

‘Ronald Reagan’ 
bandit left bank 
empty handed 

SYDNEY (Rl __ A 
a foileTK ?“PP hand ed after 

a baS R nS ndlsh,n S a shotgun, 
spokesman said Bank 

thT^ nt Sl ^" h wh !? 1 deterred 
demMdmg a nv h « B ? e l. with ou' . 
»id „o WAS* S ank 
one was hurt, C " red and 110 




